SLITICAL GROUPS: PRESS,
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50 OBJECTIVES

.ot deals with the role of political groups in the Indian political system. Important
ﬂ’]'f' t:; groups discussed in this unit are Business, Press, Student and Farmer groups. After
zzi::g through this unit, you should be able to:

ful Books

U
izr::rerss to Check Your Progress

o identify the relevance and need of political groups
. differentiate between domains of group actw’ny. and
« explain why the domain of certain political groups differ.

231 INTRODUCTION

A group consists of individuals wi(ﬁ common interests. Each group works for some
collective interest that by its very nature will benefit all its members. Thus, Labour Unions
which are organizations of the working class to strive for higher wag and better working

conditions for their members; farm organizations are expected to strive for better prices of
agricultural products and reduced taxation. ' '

i;nis generally agreed  that group interests are the animating forces in the political process;
the';:':;;:‘a'jdmg of any political system requires a knowledge of the competing groups and
harge e“:::“ goveriiment policy. The exércise of power by any government hinges; (0 2
et inrcs :: ;:e fulfilment of group objectives. If groups do not find channels to express

Onits responsive needs, they become dissatisfied. The viability of a political system rests
ness to such dissatisfactions. .

Groups i : : ;

F'“"i]:le;n‘:: fhl;{:‘“ﬂ DD_litiC_al system occupy significant positions because of the 'st!'tmgth

Peasantry gre som"rgamza_uona] base. Business, press, bureaucracy, trade unions, rich

Broups ke Businc e important examples of such political groups. Some political

"0t be the cqge w_ess community have a tightly knit organisational infrastructure, which may

of tighy Organj 1th farmers and students who are loosely organised with selective pockets

Orga 1Sations at the upper levels of the groups.

Mizatjo

Parties, ETOL?::: fm.mcfs and students and women are often associated with political

nd institutions, They may not always articulate the needs felt by their

. . 4
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members. Instead, they may serve only as instruments to mobilise support for the Politicy
parties which control them, This lack of autonomy for certain groups has serious 3
by certain powerful groups in the political Process

es. It leads to inati ] v
marginalization of others. The latter are the poor, marginal peasants, landless laboype, 4

4

migeant labour, tribals and rural artisans. Similarly, in student movements, students ;g

elite backgrounds have dominated the associations.
In this unit we will study the role and political t:l'ynmr]fcs of some important groups ag e :
influence Indian politics. These groups under discussion are the press, business, styd, aied

farmers.

23.2 PRESS
Press is supposed to be an open and wide forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions, It
implicitly refers to the existence and toleration of a variety of ideas and opinions, It beljayes
that an ongoing discussion of ideas will eventually result in knowledge for the benefit of
society as a whole. In order to play this role, the press tries to provide a rigorous, truthful

and intelligent account of day-to-day events. A close examination of the actual functioning .
of the Press, however, reveals a different picture. It appears that the mainstream press has -
traditionally spoken to and for certain groups only. To a large degree, views of certain
groups or events are ignored because they do not fit into the current definition of what is
news. It is this need to communicate currently unacceptable ideas, that has led to the -
development of alternative forms of imparting news.

Govemnments often impose censorship on the Press. The Press is shom of all rights as m
as its existence is made dependent bn a government’s views and opinions, Censorship . ;
particularly during peace time punishes opinions of individuals. It regiments the mind. Ijs
not enough just to reform the censorship procedures or personnel because there is Soﬂmiﬂé G

intrinsically wrong with the philosophy of censorship as such.

23.2.1 Role of the Press

The role of the press generally is to keep the people well informed. The information should
be objective and comprehensive on all aspects of the situation being reported. The press = .
should also strive to create, sustain and encourage discussion of current problems with due
regard to all points of view. Of course, this is not to suggest that the press directly ¥
determines peoples beliefs or behaviour.

It is essential that there be a variety of ownership and opinion, and newspapers present the
different views espoused by political parties, groups, institutions and people. Moreover this
task is a crucial one in a parliamentary system like ours where there has generally been
domination by a single party at the centre. It becomes therefore all the more necessary that |
the press functions as an active extra-parliamentary opposition to the government and
maintain our democratic institutions. : e

Today there are broadly three critical areas which the Indian press must tackle in a "
disturb b) Political agitations and c) L ionary

ponsible way:a) Cc
movements.

Ever since independence, we have had communal riots of very serious nature occurring,

frequently in almost all parts of India. While a substantial section of the press behaved with

responsibility, some newspapers indulged in objectionable writing unsympathetic to the *
rights of certain communities. To our mind, the press as a group should refrain from ;
sensational presentation on news on the outbreak of such disturbances. Once the situation is
ynder control, an investigative analysis should ensue. The same can be said about -5
insurrectionary movements and agitations which disrupt public life. But this is clearly
problematic. For example, hostile attitude towards a community could be cited as evidence
of an opinion. What should we say about this? Should the press retreat from high standards
of objectivity or should it publish such views? We must remind ourselves that it is difficult
1o lay down any guidelines in this regard. The role of the press should therefore be to
classify the news along many dimensions, in order to appear fair and responsible.

The problem can also be stated in the following manner: The press can be viewed as
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ceculives vaning refers closely to the independence of the press, y. But
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cution, there is no-scparate provision for freedom of the press as in counties
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freedom of the Press is derived from freedom of expression and as such, is not an
ht. It is subject to restrictions on the exercise of the right of freedom of speech
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Moreover.
gn states (d) public order () decency or morality (f) contempt of cour,

absolute rig
in interest of a) sO
relations with forei

and (g) defamation.
ss is subject to the same laws and regulations as are applicable to other

Iso find that a company or a Corporation in India, which runs a.

It follows that the Pre:
the benefits of the freedom of speech and expression. The

citizens. Further, we a-
spaper, cannot claim f . 1
:_‘::::nﬁp Act, 1965 specifically provides, that corporations are not o be considered
citizens.
23.2.3 Independence of the Press
its opinion wi int from the
Even when a newspaper is froc 10 express its opinion without ?ply mlr:ldmt. s
govemnment, it cannot exercise its freedom unless it keeps itse indepe i
J cient. Dependence upon ;
lied in the e@l:urs

independent, a Press must be economically self suffi s
asenf:'ices. poses a threat to the smooth working of the mss;h;;hc:n;mgﬁiul enterprises OF
loss of autonomy. As you know, some newspapers are %0 1o other inierests, or  ameans
industrialists who view the newspaper ne}wor‘k as subﬁldlﬁz Iay downthe road framework
forexerting political pressure. The proprietor has the righ ain news gets singled DU more
within which the editor must perform. In the process. c‘:n 4

crucial than others, and biases in the news become fieqd s Sy

N s Commission

Inits survey of the functioning of the Press in India, the :’:;sl;l::’ i ssues. The
large section of the Press was unclear and ’C"d,“?esw:;fm,'nnar standards was 10 bm;
Commission argued that the best way of maintaining P ersial issues
who would arbitrd

v te on controv
1nto exis le, e 5 B
tence a body of peop! jistic ethics. The Fm; - esponsibilly

any one guilty of violating code of journa b
safeguard the freedom of the Press and also 1@ iﬁﬂ;rigsca o C“q“":;';li: :l g
other functions, it acts as a quasi-judu.‘x:l mbmim s 10t 50 n

S

4gainst violation of journalistic ethics.
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was expected. But it is a very usetul institution and can play a significam
and improving the freedom of the pre

SS.

A slight change, Sir, He says he likes to attack
the _Press and suggests that you attack the .
business community instead! 3
Courtesy: RK Laxman =
23.3 BUSINESS GROUPS ;
jlhe rise and growth of business groups is linked Wwith the expansion of trade, commerce,”
industry and banking in India. This group comprises commercial, industrial and financial
nlerests,

Under British rule, production for the market ex
merchants class emerged on the Indian economi
ferchants was against the

Testrictions put on Indian

panded fast and along with it, a large

c scene. The main grievances of the Indian
preferential treatment given to European business and undue
trade with non-British countries,

b) l_ndian industries were pe: €qual terms with British ones, ¢)
Indian market was controlled by British manufaciures, :

233.1 Political Organization

G g m'"““?i 3
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s and ine:
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alation” pbusiness as & group wields undye POWer in the thn- b sm. ‘.
'tgu¢5‘l at found only in party speeches and js TOME of 3 conue Political gygipry o
‘:‘:mlih nnnd ‘ministers. fient Thetorica) device for
ans

siew s closer 0 the truth? Is the Indjan EOvemmen socialisy?
B layed by business is intimately (jeq up wi
The p'.)h"c;L:r::sl: assm_ialions. Bufiqess “Smi:liuns ili: ]Wn::;ldh::welnpmem b
or2 M ¢ leading business eociation was a Chamber of Commere rm el )
lfnm:i:‘- with the promotion of tea, jute and cog) industries by Emmm?:r;:fl s
n 18 “aions developed. In the 19205 and 19305 associations wers formed of juge o™ "
a550C s ‘mill owners and .gmwlh of associations i the field of engme:a .
wnﬂ';;cm rers of woollens textiles and Automobiles. There also emerged o Lhingl:
a"L.‘i-.uions representing a number Of divers trades ang industies i 3 giyer ; TKI
ns*mince- The first significant association was the Bengal Nationg| Chamber ofgcﬂﬂ-ﬂf
'rul‘gw to aid the development of commercia) enierprise in Bengal, e
in

e Indian Merchangs

wmch

.o other important regi.ana.l chambers were: T, Ehamiistip

Il“g};-?) and the Southern India Chamber of Comm‘e,“.ugwl hiniiieg mmm::y

atrepreneurs were also organised along community Jines, Thig 5 teflected very wellin the
zm of associations formed by Marwaris, Muslims and Parsis.
Though organized business generally supported the national movemen, they did not controt
the movement. Even then, !nd:a_n husm_ess Organizations sought 1o influence govemnment
policy. They demanded protection for lnd.Luiln_es‘ more credit facilities and lower 1axes.
Business magnates like Pheroze Sethna, Homi Modi, F.E. Dinshaw, and Thakurdas had
learnt to rely on friendly negotiations and gentle persuasion to achieve their ends. Some of
the members of this group were directors of €ompanics managed by European mana, ging
agencies; some of them served as members of the Viceroy or the Bombay Govemor's
Council. For six years Modi was chairma

n of the Bombay Millowners Association in which
European interests were also rep 1. G Ily speaking, members of this group
avoided direct confrontation and preferred the peaceful constiturional path.

But on the whole it was no smooth sailing for the business groups. The Bri_lish government
pursued policies which protected their own economic interests. Indian business then tumned

their attention towands the national movement, in the hope that an independent tndia would
adopt policies sympathetic to them. M

r. the programme of Swadeshi and its promise
of speedy economic growth was attractive 10 busi

groups. In fact 1 frienldly
relations existed between the business interests of the different groups and the Ga::lhm:mm
leadership. Even those who actively opposed Gandhi's pe

and the Congress through other means—the most significant being the provision of funds,
' ' i blic sector as indispensible
i ndence, the Congress regarded both private and pul ‘
?nm\tnp:c d:'cluprnem 15:1! modemization of India. While |.he business ﬁup:.lmed
the development programmes envisaged by the Five _"fw Plans in !Enrl::.m r:n?ntain 3
many of the specific provisions. The government in its tum felt concem

i i le for the
and order, and provide an atmosphere for economic growth and an expanding role for
private sector. #

That bi ital should concur with bank nationalization yn&w_mt r.on_much fuss 1sB u:“ My
’*"-‘51‘3‘:‘311s Owc“-Pl ip of banks has been important in extending industrial empires. ’
! |:I|'el!-l:crl"!}:‘nu(wa ‘s of Ci and Industry did not react t;olg;t;ng y over
s i : did 4
fhc issue, and extended support o Mrs Gandhi after the nationalizations

i i ited e
‘The Mahalancbis committee drew atiention 10 the way ?ﬂ::mh “‘_‘D_“E)'c‘:;m“ w: by 'P°°‘P
. had been used for purposes of intercorporate q!

i f small capital. This became
h nationalisation also reflected the interests o e
”'Iﬂaba::unuliution The banks were now expecied 10 fun:l s:.::s_s::“ i’mepo
u:i senall industries and trades. From June 1968 bank loa
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il:ldlfu_ries rose rapidly. To some extent, the leverage of big capual over the Indian statg
diminjshed owing lo enhanced position of smaller business groups and the euismm-m—.

- large sector of public ownership,

233.2 Techniques of Business Groups
Business i ns b_efore indey had access to government through twq

h Is: in vodies and in legislative assemblies,
In the post-coloni: period, b P ion on ge consultative bodie
continued. But now emphasis is [aid Upon contact of an informal sort through which e
business groups gained access to government officials. Quite often government offjc i
invited 1o attend their annual meetings or to meet their executive boards. cials are
Lobbying, in the sense of attempting to influence members of parliament OF State legigtay:

alive

assemblics plays a negligible part of their group activities, They neither conduct pyby;
i i rations. Yet we find that business interests in [ngig,.

relati I . nor have d
while not directly represented in competitive party politics, are better

&roups in bureaucraic, parliamentary A Other
ours, successful Jobbying is done ar th
Plays a limited role in the fi i i ion of policy—tasks hi

been appropriated by the cabinet, We find that business j i
methods to influence pelicy at higl
relationships with individual administrators, wi ed by traditional ties of
family, <ommunity or personal friendship, but most often by financia] rewards. Bakshigh._. a
non-legal fee for the performance of administrative duty—is frequently given in return for
permits and licenses, Contributions to the Pparty in power also serve to facilitate political

Check Your Progress 1
i) Use the space given below each question to give your answer,

Note :
ii) Check your answer with the model answer given at the end of the unit,
I Can you identify some business organization? :

Slm.:':',,
o e e
have DU e struggle agains nation. Uniy, stodenms were 3y
p ,.,dc""‘ ] actors 1"355 for the national movement.
Jitic
support ndence has changed the nature of styden civity. Prior
Overthrown, gy

ant .
ement oF ‘nd:
issues :a d to be instituted. But we find today, thyg

f:cle;u-. The British Govemment hag to be
5!
niversity problems or local politicy] conflicts, rather gy .

Student unrest i hgey

kil
"d;ca!S' isst! ;suns hange in society. Students
on ueston=s ial change in society. Were active ip ghe s,
q so€ amyukta
l-:;til'ﬂ“s for w-:;ii:hi ch demanded a separate state the 1965 lmguagg ‘gi“ﬁ;:k in
inF arashtr® Sam erages of 1965-66 and in Jaya Prakash Nasayan's drive for
’“"ﬂms- : ‘fo{)d ;h fndia in the early 1970s. In the 19805 students collaborated with
nin Nﬂenls in Assam and Punjab. All Assam Students Unign has even
'.“er:p‘uﬂng pawer in Assam where the AGP BOvErnment is being led by the
Joceeded i o <ident and general secretary M.r meu!ia KumarMot!ama(Chief
i ASU pf;;l ¢. Bhriga Phukan (Home Minister). Similarly the rofe of All India Sikh
n andrati'nn in the recent political turbulened in Punjab is well known, Arguably
qudents Fede! f these student movements induced basic social transformations, In this
hough- nu?:d:nl movement in India is different from the one witnessed in the late 19605
sens:ﬁil:ssinduslridi%d countries. ’
v .y —
’ (udent Yife, which has major implications for student actvism, i .
Anaspect of § f universities. By politicization, we mean, the involvement of various
fiicisation o1 the affairs of a university. Two types of interference can be idemified.
litical groups in authorities specially at the state level, The second is by
political parties. Itis found that student unions in some universities are controlled

e 8% ce, 1S
Th.kpcﬂdc <1 change o
i al s0¢° ussing on et have nat v
In addition, when stu AV agitated, theit activity doeg nothave

One is interference by g
factions attempting to use the Union as a base of operation against an

factions [’f_ 2l
by ideologica '@ ithin or outside the univessity. Politcal paries have not
g gt;}lfn;;s for their purposes. In return, students have realized that

opposition e
itated to use S| ons for th ;
'Il::cllt::ship in student organisations is the path to an elected office.
PRRTY OFfIcE =3
e P

2 Which techniques are used by business groups to influence government policy?

Mhms

!0‘(’ you L] kﬂQP 3

He says he can't read-|
‘out of politics!
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