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.| INTRODUCTION

« prolonged phenomenon, event, happening or activity that is contested on

smctenstics and implications happens to be a striking feature of the soci
urser % /globalization as well. It is, indeed, one of the defining features of

" So
m"urical

)

"du.cmly Ncompassing more than private enterprise. Civil society

Chapter

¢ ma world where message from one hemisphere passes to other in
“am and between countries with ease and comfort by various modes wi
“wwants. Goods reach the market after being processed and assembled &
¥ gobe, transportation of which is reliable and safer through advanced .
*. Capital and commerce moves electronically.

5: ag these de"CIOPmems._incrcasing;ly integrated and inter-connect \- '
i a'nd"m‘e Chf’mB& lerrorism, poverty and economic crisis. Th ese C
' am Opriately addressed by the nation-states for two reasons
. Eﬁ"crr‘u pos'“oﬂ of the state. The rise of supra territoriality has
e oy pn:: "‘ih'?h has shifted into the hands of corporate powe -‘-- and
eigngy w‘;"“l inierests at the expense of the poor. Secondly, st i
"'“'rbm'w,- u: I a well defined geographical boundary and addrecseia ‘

e, vy the emergence of globalism,the issues that a nation state ‘ s

‘W;ndc‘y hiW_c 1o borders and cannot be solved by any country e

'Wtig “o-ordinated efforts and participation of both, formal mdm‘wof m: mlemin N
- 50, the global civil society is assuming importance because & .

Power relations and addressing the undesirable consequences

2 | IETY
PEFINING AND UNDERSTANDING ‘_’ml;iowzum B
*:llqy' I the most general sense, is understood as the e Wm . uc:::d the state

ens from the
Sate and iy a bed-rock of civil liberties and prevents the citiz

O
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k absorber in the event of growing tension between the ;
hock a indi

rence when “people make compy .

mal and legal arrangements ;
rmous diversity. It inclye .
ironmental campga
professional bodie

in to exis
fficial, for
asses eno
tion groups, €nv
peace activists,

|d rules, ©

. human rights a!
petworks, youth campaign

The lf'or{d fﬁanlc det"l‘ncs :;SV;:] s:f:;;zb{liis(; life. expressiqg. e gl
tions mmr‘.tlaczlmral political. scientific, religious Of philanthropic considera
s lzk;lowledg;s civil society as the “third .SCCt(?f’. of sc.:ciety, along
the importance of parmering with civil §001ety as the institutioy

eesorganization’s ideal, and help to support 1ts work.
tions including community ;

array of organiza muni
ble organizations, faith-based organizatio

labour unions, indigenous groups, charitable 0T . : :
associations and foundations. So, the civil society 1 @ vibrant, diverse a1.1d an ev.ol ‘
ts attempts to solve societal challenges and is effective

increasingly innovative in 1 '
national and global governance as it enables a wide array of people or gro
concerted efforts to mould rules, official, formal and legal arrangements and 1

9.3 FEATURES OF CIVIL SOCIETY

Diversity is a main feature of the civil society. The academic and.
organizations, consumer protection bodies, criminal syndi
environmental campaigns, ethnic lobbies, foundations, fz
unions, relief organizations, peace activists, professional
youth campaigns and many more that are constituted to ad

=0

human right abuse, environmental protection and man

«the wide array of non-governmental and no
the interests and values of thej

The United Nations ackf
and business and recognis
that CSOs can advance th

Civil society organizations refer to a wide

groups and also, informal unregistered g
centralised entities like, the Ford Foungd
that work as federation through branches
Central Secretariat. Some civic
society like, the Slum Dwellers Internatiop
leaders of poor neighbourhoods in n
Civil society includes the civic bodi
motivated members and well traine,
lccbpology by means of which it m
survive on minimal resources and
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o .nu_:nnf'(l]:k;;:mf:: space or havc. little or no access to tech

v jinks Wi power centres, while others may compl ooy establish, maj
‘{:u centres. mpietely be disconnected from the e:.t;lm
'_‘ yse various means and tactics to pursue their. ends. It includ '
‘In} Larious nlCtji}:i_i sfo‘ur;‘c§ to lpterpct. etc. Their tactics range il’lro:; Campﬂlgmn.g a‘nd Imbhm*’ |
‘;,;;xb‘-‘“’"' T? achieve their Ob_]GC‘flVCS.thy resort to co-operation p;;iegilgmtfmmw Fostation
kel agents or cven complete disengagement with the established power c;?n:‘:s -

s of pursuance of its objectives, civil soci IS . B 4
L Cofrmis s et wrk i o e
ample, DUSINESS IObe?S' professional associations etc. Reformists are t;loslgggm . g
gaws in the exiSting regimes and norms without disturbing the underlying social - o o
consumer right groups, human rights associations etc. The Radicals take an exmm —
wsting norms and practices and aspire to overhaul the system for its ill-effects M- SOT——-—
4im to comprehensively transform the social order. For example, feminists aspire to end pa
social set-up, anarchists aim to end state and its control, religious revivalists firmly oppose

and environmentalist oppose industrialization.

It is. however, important to mention that a research/academic institute peacefully enga -
government authorities are conformists and in the similar vein, radicals involved in the
and non-involvement with the government bodies and agencies, necessarily do not hig
body’s radical vision. Thus, the civil society despite its wide range of constitue:
forms, capacities and objectives serve the broader goal of social order and economic g

wide range of means.

9.4 GLOBALIZATION AND CIVIL SOCIETY _

Over the last few decades, there has been an enormous growth in the number of civil soc
which vary in terms of objectives, capacity, scope, outreach activities, ir 1€
challenges emerging due to globalization through various means. This has b
associational revolution’,which is driven with the same forces that have been
globalization viz., integration of economies in diverse ways, spread of techne

and liberal ideology. b
Mary Kaldor defines, “global civil society is about ‘civilising” or democr Atisir
process through which groups, movements and individuals somewhat can
global justice and global empowerment. The global civil society feeds on as
as the concerns of the global civil society addresses transnational issues tt 2
the nation-states or local societies. This movement is labelled as an “anti-glo
one of the most globalised movement of the contemporary times. This
globalization and civil society. E
Globalization is, however, marked with harsh contradictions. Its unevw:
people to come together and put in collective efforts to discuss and debate wi
of globalization for common good. Interestingly, the benign characteristics of gla
possible gatherings like, the World Social Forum (WSF), where thousands of heople
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estination at a given time, co-ordinate with ¢

dinate things like, the programme schedule Nm

at a chosen d
and internet to cOOT (
f discussion papers €lc:

CIETY AND ITS ROLE IN GLOBAL

of countries organise themselves

and friends using email
arrangements, exchange 0

9.5 GLOBAL CIVIL SO

GOVERNANCE | e
The end of Cold War has brought a drastic 'change in thc;l nsltgzzggleonil:levam g m
Society Organizations(CSOs) in the international affairs g - m' ﬂ“ - |
of adlrma}v. service providers, knowledge bquers or simply - aﬂm. ; o0 ”~
intergovernmental actions. They have gradually gained support fror.n e internati oo ) .I lb -
g dous rise in the global MML h‘h

making bodies.In the post 1990, there has been a tremen: o o |
been instrumental in highlighting the issues of various groups and communities M@m

The scope of civil society is gradually intensifying as globalization leaves 1ts m;u n_qm‘
human life that were earlier controlled and regulated through state. As ﬂr‘ ind control of stae
shrinks, CSOs that were initially involved in providing important servi ities in
diverse areas like, health care, education and professional trai
women’s empowerment, technical assistance in agriculture
transformed to provide security to people and providing pu
to the roll back of state, an implication of macro economic refc
inactivities. over the years have won thc? trqst Qf pef)ple and emerging
and come in harmony with. The growing credibility of CSOs is
consistently engage with the CSOs and harn

and planning for addressing vaious en
The civil society organizations ;
people to voice their concerns
disabled persons, youth, lesbians:
by providing them with legal
and also, support and‘ bt
Environmental me er
They impart civic educg
especially when vari
particular section of 1
Ford, MacArthur, Sor
countries and have enz
Globalization, yng
the developing egq 3
Civil society circles
arc involved in acti

of de"mrm, g

—

’ o
I' exXpertise ¢

"8 the shortcomings of these organizati
: Organisation to function on prit
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Pltngy, (1 evance and scope of civil society organizations, they face internal and external

{ u‘"tl

Q
S

B B aiﬂﬂf@ﬁ;izifﬁgif

owing rel

o vards its role in establishing peaceful world order. Some of these are :
- < '0 o

ty comprises of major transnational NGOs with multi-million dollar operating buc
citizen-based organizations with highly constrained resources, access to information

also, tiny €1t . :
’ capacity. Highly structured groups such as, trade unions as well as loose issue-b
a part of CSOs. Although this diversity gives richness and vibrancy to the CS€ 2

rmvenﬁms arc ; ‘ . ’
gises concern whether the less influential constituents in terms of capacity and rese
f

oqual S8 in the deliberations and debates.
Civil society faces challenge with respect to harmonising of the narrow interests with
s0als. The constituents of CSOs are diverse and it is difficult to organize them. They
f»aried specific issues, like, the protection of rain forests, securing the rights of the |
indigeneous communities or for the rights of women. As a result, CSOs are not efiec
working for the common goals, which often becomes challenging and difficult.

Global civic associations also demonstrate ‘democratic deficits’ in respect of transpares
legal business associations, community groups, labor movements, NGOs, rel
mk tanks do not give clarity of their purpose, objectives, funds and how they e
decisions, which questions their credibility. K

Mzny of the CSOs are not registered with the relevant authorities of the countries in
operate. Further, many global interest keep the public uninformed of their ag S an
They, sometimes, function in an undemocratic manner and do not hold regular anc

monitored elections of their officers.

6 WORLD SOCIAL FORUM

e World Social Forum is an open space-movement or mass assemblies of NGO
“‘ palce. WSF, as a representative of world civil society is non-patisan and U
vatform that discusses and reflects possible alternatives to the neoliberal globaliza
Aaliernative globalization movement in these meetings make efforts for buildir
" the political actors, formal national and international politics through netwc
"ganize strategies and discuss the developments of various movements arot
“mirast 1o the formalist representative democracy and traditional interng ionz

The annua meeting of WSF is generally held at Porto Alegre, South Brazilian
her places The WSF as such passes no resolutions and organises no political acti
"has hardly a set of officers and has no official spokesperson. It has a Secretar
Brazilian Organising Committee composed of eight popular organizations. The meet
"ange from large assemblage of meetings like, the plenary sessions attended by thousands
“livists. It also conducts medium sized thematic sessions in small rooms attended by limited parti
Within a short span, its influence has grown in terms of its active participation that attributes to its

Bowth numerically and geographically.
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