
Laws of India 

Laws of India  refers to the system of law across the Indian nation. India maintains a hybrid legal 

system with a mixture of civil, common law and customary, Islamic ethics, or religious law within 

the legal framework inherited from the colonial era and various legislation first introduced by the 

British are still in effect in modified forms today. Since the drafting of the Indian Constitution, 

Indian laws also adhere to the United Nations guidelines on human rights law and 

the environmental law. As of January 2017, there were about 1,248 laws. However, since there are 

Central laws as well as State laws. 

History 

Ancient India represented a distinct tradition of law, and had a historically independent school of 

legal theory and practice. The Dharmaśāstras played an important role. The Arthashastra, dating 

from 400 BC and the Manusmriti, from 100 AD, were influential treatises in India, texts that were 

considered authoritative legal guidance. Manu's central philosophy was tolerance and pluralism, 

and was cited across Southeast Asia.  

Early in this period, which culminated in the creation of the Gupta Empire, relations with ancient 

Greece and Rome were not infrequent. The appearance of similar fundamental institutions of 

international law in various parts of the world show that they are inherent in international society, 

irrespective of culture and tradition. Inter-State relations in the pre-Islamic period resulted in clear-

cut rules of warfare of a high humanitarian standard, in rules of neutrality, of treaty law, of 

customary law embodied in religious charters, in exchange of embassies of a temporary or semi-

permanent character.  

After the Muslim conquest in the Indian subcontinent, Islamic Sharia law spread with the 

establishment of Delhi Sultanate, Bengal Sultanate and Gujarat Sultanate. The Corps of Forty also 

played a major role by establishing some Turkish law in India.  

In the 17th century, when the Mughal Empire became the world's largest economy, its sixth 

ruler, Aurangzeb, compiled the Fatawa-e-Alamgiri with several Arab and Iraqi Islamic scholars, 

which served as the main governing body in most parts of South Asia.  

With the advent of the British Raj, there was a break in tradition, and Hindu and Islamic law were 

abolished in favour of British common law.[  As a result, the present judicial system of the country 

derives largely from the British system and has few, if any, connections to Indian legal institutions 

of the pre-British era.  

Constitutional and administrative law  

The Constitution of India, which came into effect on 26 January 1950 is the lengthiest written 

constitution in the world.[15] Although its administrative provisions are to a large extent based on 

the Government of India Act 1935, it also contains various other provisions that were drawn from 

other constitutions in the world at the time of its creation.[15] It provides details of the 
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administration of both the Union and the States, and codifies the relations between the Federal 

Government and the State Governments. Also incorporated into the text are a chapter on 

the fundamental rights of citizens, as well as a chapter on directive principles of state policy. The 

constitution prescribes a federal structure of government, with a clearly defined separation of 

legislative and executive powers between the Federation and the States. Each State Government 

has the freedom to draft its own laws on subjects classified as state subjects.  Laws passed by 

the Parliament of India and other pre-existing central laws on subjects classified as central subjects 

are binding on all citizens. However, the Constitution also has certain unitary features, such as 

vesting power of amendment solely in the Federal Government. the absence of dual 

citizenship, and the overriding authority assumed by the Federal Government in times 

of emergency.            

 Criminal law-The Indian Penal Code formulated by the British during the British Raj in 1860, 

forms the backbone of criminal law in India. The Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 governs the 

procedural aspects of the criminal law. 

 Civil law 

 Labour law 

 Company law 

 Property law 

 Contract law 

 Tenancy law 

 Environmental law 

 Women law 

 Consumer law 

 Cyber-crimes law 

 Anti- terrorist laws etc. 
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