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OF' GLOBALIZATION
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61 STATE : DEFINITION

Although some sort of political organization has existed since the ancient times in the form of Greek
city-states and in the Roman empire yet, the concept of state is relatively modern. The contemporary
concept of state owes its origin to Machiavelli (1469-1527), an Italian political thinker who cxpr:.'\ic;‘.
the idea the early sixteenth century ( Prince, 1513) as “the power that has authority over men”. This
definition described the nature of state catching the attention of many modern political and
sociological thinkers.

Max Weber, a famous German sociologist sought to define state from a more sociological perspective
and defining state. He says, “'4 State is a human community that successfully claims the monopoly of the
legitimate use of physical force with in a given territory”.

RM.Maclver, in his famous work, The Modern State (1926), has sought to distinguish State from other
organisations and associations in that it embraces the whole of people in the specific termitory and it has
special function of maintaining law and order and it performs its function through its agent, the governmment.

Frederick M. Watkins defines Statc as "5 gmgmplu'mlly delimited segment of human SOCIely Wil 53
common obedience to a single sovereign .

Geoffery K. Roberts has tried to evolve a more working definition of the State that says that “Swe 5 d
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which successfully claim the compliance of the citizenry for s Jaws and is able [0 SECUNe SUCR ORI
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by its monopolistic control of legitimatc foree".

The two dimensions of sovereignty arc internal and cxlil:ljiz::lr 'y
or government exercises absolulc authority over & PATIEEE.” "
authority ‘above and beyond the state

) direction and p

‘nternal sovereignty 18 where the soverign

C Held (1989) advocates that the
Externally, there is no absolute
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States should determine their oWl
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6.2 ELEMENTS OF STATE

In the light of

i)

ir)

i)

Politics of Globalization

T

it is imperative to identify the elements of the state. These are-
it is ¢

opulation, therefore, is an essential elemeny o,
a State if and only if when it is united py .~
common interest and general regard for 5 ¢ :,

-ommon rules of behaviour and institutions. The si.ze (?f the pol}lfl_la.tlon tfor constllltutmg the Stz
:q not fixed yet it is always better that the population 1s self-sufficient do rrgeetl the needs of ;5.
flxc size‘ of the population for constituting the State is, however, not fixed and also not necessarily

homogeneous in nature. . N
Territory: Unlike other associations, State poSSessSe€sS a w.ell-deﬁned territory \'Vlthm which i
- in to existence when population settles in ;

exercises its legitimate authority. A State comes 1 . en pe et
territory. A well-defined territory or well demarcated physical boundaries gives recognition to the

State not for performing national responsibilities alone but also for assuming roles and responsibilitias
internationally. It is within the territory that the rules of the State are applicable and also within the
territory the citizens feel protected and secure and owe their allegiance to the law of the land. Like
population, the size of the territory is not fixed and the State may be as big as the United States,
Australia, Canada, India etc. and as small as the Maldives, Vatican City, Saint Kitts and Nevis, San
Marino, Monaco etc.

above definitions,

: et =
Population: A State 15 a human 1nst1t11t1011.t'!"tlzltep
State. However, the population can constl "
condition of interdependence, consciousncss

Government: This is another essential element of the State. It refers to the agency or the machinery
by means of which the common policies for the population residing within the well-defined
territory are framed and the common affairs of the State are regulated. The State is an abstract
concept while government is its concrete form. The State functions through the government.
ITaws of the State are made, declared and enforced by the government. The gover:ment of the
liberal democratic States is constituted by the people and comprises of the p-eople and also discharges

;:: responsibilities in the interest of the common people. An effective government is the one that
ows the problems of the citizenry and addresses the issues with all earnestness. The government
* o

makes all efforts to deal with internal
: : problems of the State and a] i s hec o
and co-operative relations with the other nations of the world PRERISS e tbiishes hapresios

goals, set priorities, resolve conflicts and manage its inte
denotes the authority that the Stat

force. It is by the virtue of sovere

E possessert rnal and external affairs. Sovereignty also
ses to enforce laws and decisions by the use of legitimat¢

1gnt .
acts uninfluenced by any other i!pt y that the State deals independently with the other States and
nternal or external organization/state or institution. The Stat¢

*X1S1S as Y AC 1t o . '
;E:Z:O‘:ol::i as 1t enjoys sovereignty and authority over its | ; i s
f . nd mdcpcndcntly capable of meeti - N e
security. Some theorists haye increasiria] meeting the various needs of its citizenry including
sovereignty of nation-states g the d&, l}blyx Tfﬂsed ﬂ.l SIf concern over the gradually diminishing
is gradually growing making the g ?Lm ency and interconnectedness between the nation-states
and interconnectedness really maL:l V L'rnljncnts i e e pslgvaC Bt Has i P g
Stato 15/ 10M T of iveRtigatiay ; .lil Impact on the sovereignty and autonomy of the )
that the phenomenon of globalization 1 -y - HEMPL is @ made in the text that follows o
10n has indeed disturbed the authority and cohesiveness ma

nation-
explain
Intaining
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— with an establishment of supmnmionnl

Purther, Ronald Axtmann mentions

~_lmproved communication

~.International defense coalitions like NATO-

| State Sovereignty ini the Era of Globalizatigll__,_’/——”—’sz

e

capacity of the state yet, state continues to be an important actor and there aré SOME effective
ways by means of which the state can embrace globalization without the loss of sovereignty.
According f0 Quigo Wang, the notion concept of sovereignty refers to the three-fold capacity of
4 State, which is the ‘“absolute supremacy over internal affairs within its territory, absolute right to
govertt its people, and freedom from any external interference in the above matters”.

Thus. ;_Sg_tg__is‘ §0y€_trr§ign as long as it has the ability to make and implement laws within its
(erritory, and can function without any external power and assistance, and doesn’t acknowledges
any higher authority above itself in the world of independent states. There are divergent opinions
concerning the impact of globalization on the sovereigaty. One view says that globalization has

“tesulted in the receding independent capacity of the state and are perhaps partly correct in their
claim as the below mentioned arguments made against their claims reflect.

Firstly. in glu;s_»i_@,c,t?gsingly interdependent world, the problems and issues confronted by nation-state
¥ have become ransnational in nature and character and so is the solution making the State unable to
tackle and resolve its internal and domestic problems independently and effectively, thus, making a.
_ derrimental impact on its sovereignty. Problems like atmospheric pollution, terrorism, drug trafficking,
the financial ripple effects. and currency crisis and AIDS that are a product of interdependence or new
technologies and are transnational rather than national. States cannot provide solutions to these and
“other issues. Now-a-days, the mentioned non-traditional security threats and many others are 2 matter
of concern for almost all national governments but given the network and involvement of people of
across the world, it is almost impossible for a national government to provide relief and security to its
population. For instance, there is a significant increase of drug abusers across the globe and the drugs
are easily sent from producer countries (AfghaniStan/ Nepal/ Myanmar) to various destination (Western
/Advanced countries like U.S./ U.K.) with an involvement of transit countries (India) so, in order to
demolish this crime network, the assistance of governments of all the mentioned nations becomes

crucial and un avoidable. Thus, undermining the second notion of sovereignty, which 1s absolute

supremacy Oover internal affairs within its territory.
that with the_lgstablishmgnt_of_ sup@¢g¢g9n§1 and inte_rnationa»l»bodigs
Jation of the State’s. capacities “upwards” and “ downwards” to urban,

there has been a re-organi _ ny
regional and local levels an «outwards” gs_:gesult,of_trans-nat:onal-co—operanon. And, all these
[ the f nation- state’s activities.

development have ultimately led to the tern orial dispersion O
gical links worldwide have facilitated the operations of terrorist

e

“or under-developed nations are constantly under a threat of

_networks. People of Jeveloping, developed ,
terrorist strike, There have seen instances \\;119!?},@[?912‘_99@__@92}3@0‘5.COPL“.F?‘ES,ha"e collaborated

10 carry out an attack in a far away Jestination. Thus, the States.are failing utterly even in carrying out
its prirznn- responsibility of protection of its citizens. 1ts security role is increasingly being transferred to

and technolo

\ - e . . . . : - . . . . .
Secondly, in this era of globalization. there 15 3 direct foreign intervention in domestic decision-making,
' orgmisq;iqns_l_ilse_l;\iﬁ World Bank and WTO etc. Organisations

such as these set global rules, which the nations arc supposed to internalize in their domestic policy
\ce. in the name of promoting exchange stability and currency adjustment

making. WTO, for instat B, ' e han o = ) :
amone trading nations of (& world, dictates strictly technical and uniform advice 10 nations in

_ economic trouble. s~
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. . countries, as a condition of loan cut down on -pubhf; cx‘pzt_mdnurc, ‘?ICVatc its i
Many dm:h‘l‘,::“:nmsidizcd welfare programmes etc. They also 1mpose bin mg m_ullllatcra} imtmmcril,
and cut h:u- (‘;.,\'l'r‘ TRIPS, and TRIMS with their own enforcement mcch.mfsm leading iTc:t

X ‘!-,;;I,s,',:,::n'cntion in domestic decision-making, Simil:}rly, llhlc.S""Ug:lg ;‘l IT?;H“I“{;?“ ng’ammcg
(t:::};_q) by the IMF and World Bank imposed, has a dclnmcpl‘; l}dend Al a)}/]d y ’s The State "
!-,;m.usingly withdrawing itself from the core scctors of social life af A y < rgE, serving gy,
interest of the big corporations leaving the marginalized at the mercy 0 the competitive market, Uigy
Beck has rightly said that the premises of the welfare state, pension system, income support ang State
expenditure, all are melting under globalization.

such

The Americanization and McDonaldization of local cultures has led to the loss of cultural autonomy of

many nation-states. The spread of Western consumerist culture is seen as a threat to the preservation of

r

.‘r'
A

.~~~ new social movements and the transnational NGOs. The i
~ t—displacement of the indigenous communities, management of t

distinet national culture and concerns are raised over the gradual replacement of the distinctive ang
vibrant national culture with that of the American culture that is characterized to stand for uniformity
and homogenization, leaving no scope for diversities. It wants to impose American culture and way of
life everywhere. Thomas Friedman one of the prominent critics for globalization, in his book, “The
Lexus and the Olive Tree™ argues that globalization “has its own dominant culture, which is why it tends
to be homogenizing . . . Culturally speaking, globalization is largely, though not entirely, the spread of
Americanization — from Big Macs to iMacs to Mickey Mouse — on a global scale. The prevalence of
the homogenized global culture is evident from the fact that the life style of a person living in Brazil and
that of one living in India is almost the same as that of the person living in California. Today, the folk

songs, folk dance and literature are rapidly being replaced by pop music, fusion, Jazz, etc. and the native
fairy tales, songs, celebrations and stories of childhood are re

‘ . S al . placed with computer games produced on
a different continent. And with increased connectivity, advan

e \ ced technology, fast, easy and affordable
travel facilities that are encouraging free flow of movement of 8oods, capital and services state is neither

in a position nor can afford to keep its population coming under the impact of global culture
‘Globalization has.-also encouraged greater movement of

‘ o b people across borders. p igrating to
_ foreign destinations for better education and job prosp i, copiel ove

ccts. Thus, the state j ' .
human resources, particularly its skilled labor force, M tioal b w et

unable to protect the rights of its people from the atrocities of the MNC

__primary driver of globalisation are relocating itself to countries with easy avaj i DNCs that are fle
human resource and, thus, they are to a great extent responsible fo hlo

people, erosion of the local culture and are causing environmental d
seems to have surrendered to the capitalist forces.

The State to act as a final authority within its territorial boundaries i

the i :
ssues concernin Increase in the

Fihe environmental proppy 1, violations,
= 2 e Q> .

' hts . Ison . aken up by the NGOs and, in this age of inf‘onnant?oand protecting -

dissemination of information and networking has improved remarkably augmenting peop] ’ technology,

political force outside the state institutions and also strengthening res P'¢’s power as a

istance moveme
. . . . B nts world-wji
Thus, making state relatively a iess important actor in combating issues and challenges gld e
: . : . . 1 - Moreoy
international human rights norms are a direct threat to sovereignty. Individuals can appeal tc:et(:en
; ese

the rights of prisoners etc. are t
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oreover, within itg national borders the state is.
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