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eNVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN THE AGE
OF GLOBALIZATION

_

A IN'I’R()I)U(?'I'I()N

(e term 'p_lnhnlivnlinn' relert in.u Rl illnullly {0 'an cunmmi'c nystem in which raw materials, manufactured
ok, atellectual property and financial transactions fow freely (although not equally) across international
wders” has been in common ute winco the early 1990s, Although globalization has an economc
notation as many opine that globalization is nothing but an expansion of capitalism, which entails the
siegration of local and national ceonomies into the unregulated, even chaotic international econorsy
Nevertheless, there are other facets of globalization ax well that cannot be ignored, Over the last few
decades, the spread of globalization hay been very rapid and comprehensive that its effects are being felt
a the smallest and most remote human communities and natural areas in both developed and
udeveloped countries,

Economic globalization affects the environment and sustainable development in many ways. Economec
powth accompanying globalization nffects the population in multifarious ways. Globalization improves
e prospects for economic prowth throughout the world and free trade results in higher per capita
ncome. Higher incomes result in both higher levels of consumption while poverty is another reason that
MHa pressure on environment as the impact of marginalization of economics and people can be poverty
tduced resource depletion and environmental degradation. Gilobalization reinforces the vicious crcle

"een poverty and environmental degradation. 1t favors some while affecting a large number of
People adverscly, Changes in industrial structure of countries, resource use and pollution level.

?,I:C\:n";_" deny that the world today is connected Ihrfmp,ll lrn'vcl “-!".d|w‘"um"-“c:l}:::),z ';:,::l:}c,: WI(T;:L:
= m‘yifrac corporations that dominate the commercial and lmum..l.u ‘;'L“V-:;::nr b‘ﬁm ot
unytomqéul_mc‘l not by the nation- state hul. by one or .\‘nmlll nun':'lnl.r 0 [::i 1:; :?:mulc e acrest ol
X mumf:-d?c"' with the interests and objectives of cot porations ral nct,\.v : p P i winten /ol
by, '”"""'"I"‘ they repulate, this of course detrimental to the sovereignty © ad | securnt
Wornsome is the fact that globalization is responsible for promoting the nnn-u’a ;u!_umu f‘u.u.r ;
Prominent among these is the impact that it hus had on the environment and for the maje

tal damy ienct I
| damages we are experiencing today.
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pates On environmcntalism_
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Jogging and conv lobalization. Also, an estimated of the 3831 breeds or breeg
i (4} . .
st in part (0 & i and sheep . . . 618 are estimated to have becop,
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Vesies Grass, f The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 759
~tinct. As per the estimates ol 1he€ s . =
\,\nnr;t: £‘\G§L Of:aﬁc ultural crops has been lost. Globalization has been the result of liberalization ayg
;::im:-atioh‘ A:Qtruc:ruml shift in policy from the public sector to the private sector that eventually ey
the shifting of power, authority and control from state to that of the market, which .prlmanly worked on
the principle of profit maximization and competition _w1th no concern for the env;;opmental concerns
eradually depleted the environment both in quantitative and qualitative terms. This is to a significan
extent, was also responsible for the growth in consumerism and increased inclination towards materialisti
culture. The increased consumption of products affects the ecological cycle, which in turn, necessitates
production of goods. The increased need for fuel for transportation leads to pollution, depletion of t
ozone layer apart from increasing the greenhouse effect. As a result, there is an extensive use of natral

resources resulting in i}ldjscrilTﬁnate use of the resources for a wide variety of products leading to t
exploitation of the environmental resources.
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disappearance of the species is rankgd as onc of the planet’s gravest environmenta worries, surpassig
pollution, global warming and the thinning of the ozone layer.

7.4 INCREASED LEVELS OF POLLUTION AND
GLOBALIZATION
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