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L EARNING OBJECTIVES

. To learn about the factors that contributed to the evolution of RT]. j
 Toillustrate the provisions of RTI existing in India, the UK and the USA.
. % assess_the  effectiveness of RT1 in contemporary times. '
» To acquaint the students about the emerging trends pertaining to pro-
: .I in the twenty-first century. e T Em——

One of the essential prerequisites for the success of democracy is v_xﬂlg, M aware
gitizenry which is capable of participating in the affairs of tw. Fmewu
people in the public jﬁ'ﬁi'rs,ﬂﬁ.(onnatiq; must be made available to the people so that they are able to
make rational choices from amon gthépfethora of options available to them. Also, information regarding
their rights and entitlements relating to public welfare is must so that they are able fo cnticize and
question the authorities and power holders. This will ensure transj

onthe part of the policy-makers and the implementing agenei:?s-’. e

In reality, the government in most of the countries is not eagy
information easily. Despite democracy in several countrie
Secrecy-oriented, especially in the Third World countries. 2
ﬂldomg information about its functioning to the general PR

Iﬁ‘“’deﬂlm:tacy and especially in twenty-first century, know led
untries all over the world have comprehen
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Evolution of RTI in India

ight to [nformation 18 @ product of both

1, 2000, the R aws and the structure of

According to UNDP-Practical Guide Book on.RT e
institutions and culture. Institutions are the formal arrangt:l »
government. Culture is rooted in the history :md practice (_)i g:crguing a process 0
than formal arrangements, particularly in societies that are it .thods of interaction (Bhattacharya 2000)
and/or whose political systems still reflect traditional gocial method

1s, shaped by law ‘
mment C'ulture is often more powerful
f democratic transition

Global Trends

_The United Nations General Assembly adopted a_resolution, 59(1
of information is a fundamental human right and ... the lnuchstqn )
is concentrated’. In 1948, the General Assembly adopted the [vagrsal DCL_ ant on civil and political
which guarantees ‘freedom of opinion and expression’. The intcrnatmn'al covenant ,h ; % -Li ;\DS o

" rights adopted in 1966, the United Nations Commission on Human Rights establishe '\A'L - _‘p:;"d'
Rapporteur on freedom of opinion and expression in 1993, the Commonwealth Law Mimsters viec
in 1980 and the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development iq 1992 have‘ endorsed ngh.l o
Information. According to a paper prepared by the World Bank Information People have a right

to information from.a-public institution and a right to partici i
projects that affect their lives.’

/_/
) in a6 which stated, "Freedon
e of all freedoms to which the UN
aration of Human Rights

For UNDP, the Right to Information is not only fundamental to an
“key weapon in the fight against poverty.and.in accelerating human dews

Governance Centre convened a seminar on the Right to Informatie

its support for promoting and protecting the Right to Informa

Apart from the above declarations through various international
received further impetus from the ‘governance discourse’.

Governance is one of the most widely used concepts in the Publ . ince the
late 1980s and early 1990s in the era of LPG, that is, Libes L
The concept of governance was for the first time highlight
Saharan Africa. Governance includes national govern
governance and local governance. The government is one
not synonymous with government, the latter being en
encapsulates the government, but goes beyonc '
meet the needs and aspirations of citizens. °
transparency, predictability and partic

. 'Eiﬁﬁitol mﬁ;—mm -J-‘ﬂrrl
dispensation of justice at afi
service to the people (Ahma

are misgoven
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yernance 1s to have a special < Sod Ofmation

at good governance implieg tolerance

rom its leading t?xr)en'encc in many dey
1 central to c;_-eatmg and Sustaining ap ¢
is an essential complement g sound

he disadvanta .
ged and weak. A th :
and broad-mindednes& rd equally Important aspect s

elgpmg countries, the bank ca
Nvironment which fosters stro
€conomic policies.

me Lo realize that good governance
ng and equitable dey clopment. and

The concept received an adequate atte

ntion i ) . )
gefines governance as the manner na 1992 report, entitled Governance and Dev clopment” that

in whi : -
ich power is exercised in the management of 2 COUntry’s economic

political regime (parliamentary or presidential, military or civilian
the process by which authority is exercised in the man}:ngcmcm of a
. capacity of the government to design. formulate and
ermment functions.

1 governance appeared in the directives of the Organization of
—ooperati clopment (OECD) countries laying down conditionalities for receiving
- St — —— ————— ———— N - - -
economic ast51 _ba;r;]ce. IEe_GECD document sought to link development assistance with (a) participatory
development, (b) human rights and (¢) democratization. The key components of governance (Chakrabarty
and Bhattacharya 2003) were identified as: T

1. legitimacy of government.

2. g_(_:gountability QEPQJiLi'é‘aLgr_ld_ official elements of government, /
competence of government to make policy;n'd delivery services.and

4. respect for human rights and Rule of Law (inducing individual and group rights and security, a
legal framework for economic and social activity and participation.

Indian Scenario

No specific mention has been made about the RTI in the Indian C
to Equality (Article 14), Right to Freedom of sp - and E ore
and Personal Liberty (Arti ) as per various Supreme Lour

aficle 19(1)(a) of the constitution, which includes the right to e

right to information. Article 21 of the constitution which g\

U

" m: . Fa S8 ¢ o
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the public. Such sgcrecy can §eld0m
f parties and politics of gelf-mterest
d to justify their acts is the chief

s not in the interest of
ed for the purpose ©
f officials to explain an

of secrecy, the common routine business i
be legitimately desired. It is generally desir
or bureaucratic routine. The responsibility 0
safeguard against oppression and corruption.

RTI in Various Countries | |
ts citizens in 1766 as a part of

. : i tion to. i
Sweden—the first country, which guaranteed the right to informa
provisions of Freedom of the Press Act.

USA—Freedgr-r{ of lgr;f‘;gnétion Act, 1966.
Neorway—Freedom of Information ‘f}_;li‘l' 9.10‘..
Australic:z;ﬁ\’ew Zealand are having law on Freedom of Information 5”’..5.3,'?8.2—'

Canada—Access to Information Act, 1985 and the complementary Privacy Act, 1983.

Denmark—Access of Public Administration Files Act, 1985.
UK—Freedom of Information Act, 2000.
South Africa—Promotion of Access to Information Act, 2000.

India—Right to Information Act, 2005.

In the other case of S.P. Gupta vs. Union of India (1982)
of an open government is the direct emanation from the
in the right of free speech and expression guaranteed
of information with regard to the functionary of the
exception justified only when the strictest requirement:
and Bhattacharya 2003).

In the landmark case on the Freedom of the Press in Indiz
India (AIR 1973 SC 783), the court remarked, ‘It i \
the right of all citizen to speak, publish and

included within its compass the right of all ¢

In the case of Indian Express (Bom
the Supreme Court remarked,
all members should be able
fundamental principle invol
In view of the above impli
India and the ¢ po

emt
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further, ‘h:’ /I;”:Ih ;((ﬁcnlrul'_ B“ Commission (1994.1996) expressed the need - n
overnment. As the Commission observed, ‘Experience of other countries shows that we to will have \./

[' H . » o) 4 [ : ‘
(o initiate the prusens by passing a Right to Information Act, somewhat on the lines of Canada and the
United Kingdom”,

B
- 0] 3 af’ - ’

The cqnlexcr:;: ol (.Im.l Ministers held on 24 May 1997 issued a statement along with an Action Plan for

gffective and Responsive Government at the Central and State 1eévels. The Chief Ministers recogmzed

that sqgrccy aqd tack of openness in (he government business are largely responsible for the corruption
in official dealings.

[n 1998, National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government introduced the Freedom of Information

FO!)‘_Bi_II.ZOOQ?i_ﬂ_Miﬂmcnt and si-lb:~i(:t.]ucnl|y passed in 2002. The Act could not be enforced due to
the lack of notification,
--d""“-

Just before the framing of the Right to Information Act by the Government of India, a workshop was
organized on the theme by the Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI) at New Delhi on
7 September 2001. CHRI’s position in this regard was explained ‘as a right that was central to the
realization of all other human rights, as a tool for fighting corruption, for ensuring transparency and
accountability and most of all for enabling informed participation by the people’.

Freedom of Information Act, 2002 was repealed and the new act, Right to Information, came into force
4o October 2005 by the United Progressive Alliance (UPA) under the Congress leadership with Left
parties lending support to it. -

" kg

/
Role of Civil Society Organizations (CSO) -

The Right to Information is the result of continuous struggles of many activist
genesis of this right began with an NGO called the Mazdoor Kissan Shal
started a movement in Rajasthan under the leadership of Ms Aruna Roy, demandi
to the government’s development projects. The MKSS raised th.e s]oga‘? ar
fighting for transparency in government records, inspection of village p jat’s recor
In the early 1990s, MKSS organized several Jan Sunwai (people’s he: Hﬂ

and April 1995 in Rajasthan. These grassroots movement spread to other s
bills and vouchers and names of persons who have been pmd wages men
construction of schools, dispensaries, small dams and community centre
Bilaspur, Madhya Pradesh mdMnaﬁaweln also p
the national campaign for People’s R.lght to Insosmas *
became a broad-based platform for action. The sustained ¢
acceptance of the people’s Right to ! nation.

Public interest litigations (PIL) filed in &
Various cases also played a cruc
1n 1996, a report was
Model on RT] prepared
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