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Introduction
Climate change is one of the most critical global challenges of our times. Recent events have emphatically demonstrated our growing vulnerability to climate change. Climate change impacts range from affecting agriculture, further endangering food security, to sea-level rise and the accelerated erosion of coastal zones increasing the intensity of natural disasters, species extinction, and spread of vector-borne diseases. This issue is of immense importance for every global citizen. Hence it requires an initiative against it globally.

Human activities, such as the use of fossil fuels, deforestation and unsustainable agriculture contribute to climate change, which decreases the availability of nutritious food and clean water, and destroys ecosystems and secure living environments. This leads to malnutrition, ill health and migration, rendering youth particularly vulnerable. At the same time, youth constitute the majority of the population in many countries and have an increasingly strong social and environmental awareness, which has the power to transform our societies towards a low-carbon and climate resilient future. At the climate change frontier, today’s youth is standing.  The  current actions taken  on  the  part of the governments, the private sector and the civil society will determine what future climate is bringing for them and how  well  prepared  they are  for  what  is  to  come. The  large number  of today’s  youth  is  growing  up  in those parts  of  the world which  are  likely  to  be  hit  hardest  by  climate  change impacts. The  strong  need therefore,  arises to address  their  capacities  in taking  on  the  challenges that  stand  before youth. For this, there is a need to view holistically the lives and opportunities for young people.
The United Nations, Youth and Climate Change
The United Nations System recognizes the key role that youth play in tackling climate change and works closely with youth-led and youth-focussed organizations around the world through the United Nations Joint Framework Initiative on Children, Youth and Climate Change (Joint Framework Initiative). Since 2008 the Joint Framework Initiative has been coordinating efforts by sixteen intergovernmental entities and many youth organizations to empower youth to take adaptation and mitigation actions and enhance effective participation of youth in climate change policy decision-making processes.
· The Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations (FAO) supports the development of food security and climate change educational programmes and resources for rural farmer field and life schools. 

· The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) implements the Global Environment Facility’s Small Grants Programme, which provides funding for projects on mitigation or adaptation to climate change proposed by youth organizations or non-governmental organizations that work with youth. 

· Through its Climate Change Education for Sustainable Development Programme, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) supports the development of national climate change education programmes, policies and resources. 

·  With the YouthXchange initiative UNESCO and United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) support youth projects on sustainable lifestyles in 45 countries around the world. 

· UNEP adopted a long-term Tunza Youth Strategy for engaging youth in environmental activities in the areas of capacity-building, environmental awareness and information exchange, with a vision to foster a generation of environmentally conscious citizens, capable of positive action. 

·  The United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT) supports youth-led groups through its Urban Youth Fund and ‘One Stop Youth Resource Centres’ to develop programmes to mitigate the effects of climate change in urban areas. 

·  The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)’s Climate Change Adaptation and Disaster Risk Reduction teams have greatly contributed to the introduction of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) for the past eight years through the Inter-Agency Committee (IAC) of the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (DESD 2005-2014). As 2013 IAC Chair, UNICEF is prioritizing programmes that support adolescence and girls/youth empowerment. 

·  The United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) supports, through UNCC:Learn , a long-term and strategic approach to climate change education which includes designing national strategies, developing learning materials for both formal and non-formal learning contexts, and raising international awareness of the need to integrate of climate change fundamentals into national curriculums.

· The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) secretariat coordinates the work of the Joint Framework Initiative. It also works closely with the rapidly expanding UNFCCC observer constituency of youth non-governmental organizations (YOUNGO) to support the substantive engagement of youth in the intergovernmental climate change process through the organization of high-level briefings with decision makers, capacity-building events for youth organizations, the facilitation of youth participation from developing countries and virtual participation of youth around the world who cannot attend UNFCCC conferences.
The Way Forward
Youth could play a crucial role in combating climate change. The young generation inhabits the Earth and inherits the responsibility to protect the planet, in fighting the complex scientific problems and social quandaries presented by climate change. Youth education represents one of the most effective tools to combat the destructive potential of climate change and cultivate an international understanding among members of the next generation since it is a long-term process that will impact an infinite number of future generations.
As per the 60th annual DPI/NGO conference organized by the United Nations Department of Public Information (DPI) in collaboration with the NGO/DPI, an executive committee meet on “Climate Change: How It Impacts Us All” was held from September 5 to 7, 2007, at the United Nations Headquarters. It stressed the role of youth, the next generation which inhabits the Earth and inherits the responsibility to protect the planet, in fighting the complex scientific problems and social quandaries presented by climate change. Youth education represents one of the most effective tools to combat the destructive potential of climate change and cultivate an international understanding among members of the next generation since it is a long-term process that will impact an infinite number of future generations.

The theme of International Youth Day, 2008, was “Youth and Climate change: Time for action.” In his address, Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General of the United Nations said young people who are adept at spreading new habits and technologies are well placed to contribute to the fight against climate change. Mr. Ban stressed: “They (youth) are adaptable and can quickly make low-carbon lifestyles and career choices a part of their daily lives. Youth should therefore be given a chance to take an active part in the decision-making of local, national and global levels. They can actively support initiatives that will lead to the passage of far-reaching legislation.” A more defined role should be given to the youth to prevent the impact of climate change. It is essential to conduct major studies among youth regarding awareness about climate change as well as role of youth in combating climate change.
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