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Consultatijye status at the UN for NGOs

As a result of pressure, primarily from American groups,
the  United Nations Charter contains Article 71, providing
for the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOCJ_tE_EEl_*
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\ sult with NGOs In 1950, the Council cil formally codified its
pracuce in a statute for NGOs. It recngmzcd three catego-

ries of groups: (1) a small number of hlgh-shtus NGOs
| Ec_r_ncernecl with most of the Council’s work; (2) specmhst
NGOs, concerned with a few fields of activity and having
a high reputation in those fields; and (3) a Roster of other
NGOs that are expected to make occasional contribu-
tions to the Council.! Since then the term NGO has, for

diplomats, been synonymous with a group that is eligible
for ECOSOC consultative status.

The UN definition of an acceptable NGO

The ECOSOC statute and the way it has been applied
embodies six principles:
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I An NGO should support the aims and the work of the
_UN. However, it is ;gr}?ére that objections are made to
the political purposes of NGOs.

2 Officially, an NGO should be a representative body,
with - identifiable headquarters, and officers who are
responsible to a democratic policy-making conference.
In prattice. many highly prestigious NGOs, particularly
development and environment NGOs, are not
membership organizations.

“l 3 An NGO cannot be a pl‘ﬂﬁl’;-ll'nﬂkinj;’ body. Individual

) companies cannot gain consultative status, but trade

federations of commercial interests are recognized as

NGOs.

\ 4 An NGO cannot use or advocate violence,
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5 AnNGO mustre5pectthen0rm of ‘non-interferencein
theinternalaffairs of states. This meansan NGO cannot
be a political party, but parties can, like companies,
form international federations. Also, I“:IGOS concerned
with human rights should not restrict their activities
to a particular group, natiuﬁality, or country.

6 An international NGO is one that is not established by
intergovernmental agreement,

Many NGO activists believe the UN should be more
restrictive and only accept groups that are ‘true’ NGOs,
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contributing to ‘progressive " social movements, B
mentalists are often upset that business federat; on
accepted and the whole NGO community at the UN are
nized over the National Rifle Association bﬂlng 4
to the Roster in November 1996.
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Globalization and the expansion of NGQs

The creation of a complex global economy py had
effects way beyond the international trade in goggs and
services. Most companies, in each distinct area of a5,
ity, have formed organizations to facilitate commupjc,,
tion, to harmonize standards, and to manage adaptajq,
to complex change. Equally, the employees have found
they face common problems in different countries apg
so trade unions and professional bodies have dE‘r’EIUp;e{]
their own transnational links. Any form of internation|
regime to formulate policy for an industry, whether it js
non-governmental or intergovernmental, will €ncourage
the strengthening of the global links among the NGOs
concerned with its activities.

For most of the twentieth century, any individual
could travel in person or communicate in writing to most
parts of the world. The technical revolution in recent
years lies in the increased density, the increased speed,

-and the reduced cost of communication. The political
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revolution lies in these changes bringing rapid global
communication within the capabilities of most people.
This includes even the poor, if they band together to fund
a representative to articulate their case or gain access to
the news media. Changes in communications constitute
a fundamental change in the structure of world politics.
Governments have lost sovereignty over the transnational
relations of their citizens, They may attempt to monitor
or control trans-boundary communications, but closing
the border is no longer technologically possible.

The shift of NGOs from the local to the global

One effect of the globalization of communication is 1
make it physically and financially feasible for small group?
of people to establish and to maintain cooperation evel
though they 1‘:"13}’ be based thousands of miles apart fo™
each other. Thus it is very easy for NGOs to operate 2"
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snationall _l_bl“: not all NGOs make thlS chmce They vary
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