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From the Principal's Desk

Dear Readers,

It is my pleasure to write to you all for this edition of our college magazine Shivraj. As the principal
of this esteemed institution, | am honoured to have the opportunity to share some of my thoughts
with you.

Firstly, | want to appreciate all the students, faculty members, and staff who have worked tirelessly
to make this academic year a success despite the challenges we have faced. The pandemic
has taught us many lessons, and we have had to adapt to new ways of teaching and learning.
However, we have emerged stronger and more resilient as a community.

As we move forward, | urge all of you to continue to strive for excellence in everything you do. We
must never lose sight of our goals and ambitions, even when faced with obstacles. With hard work
and determination, we can achieve anything we set our minds to.

Our students come from diverse backgrounds, with varying levels of academic and personal
experience. They are pursuing programs in a wide range of fields, including science, humanities,
social sciences, and participate in organizations, play sports, engage in research or creative
projects, or take part in community service activities. All this is highlighted in this current edition
of Shivra;.

Finally, | want to extend my best wishes to all of you for the future. Whether you are graduating
soon or still have some time left at our college, | hope that you will leave here with a sense of
purpose and a commitment to making a positive impact in the world.

Thank you for your continued support and dedication to our college. I look forward to seeing alll
that we can accomplish together.

Sincerely,

Prof. Shiv Kumar Sahdev
Principal, Shivaji College




EDITORIAL

Dear Readers,

As we come to the end of another academic year, it is a pleasure to reflect on the events and
achievements that have shaped our college. We are proud to present before you Shivraj 23- a
vibrant and creative assimilation of Shivaji College’s spirit.

This successful launch of Shivraj proved that college magazine will continue to serve as a platform
for students to express their creativity and share their ideas with the wider community. Through the
magazine, we have been able to showcase the diverse talents and perspectives of our students,
as well as provide a space for important discussions on topics ranging from social justice to
mental health.

This issue features articles on a variety of topics, including the impact of social media on mental
health, the importance of diversity and inclusion in education, and the role of art in promoting
social change. We also feature creative works from our students, including poetry, photography,
and artwork, that explore themes of identity, culture, and self-expression. The college experience
is not just about academics, but also about personal growth, community engagement, and the
pursuit of knowledge and self-discovery.

We hope that Shivraj can serve as a platform for all to share their ideas and perspectives, and to
contribute to the vibrant intellectual and cultural life of our college.

Finally, | want to thank all of our contributors, editors, and staff who have worked tirelessly to bring
this magazine to life. Your dedication and hard work are a testament to the strength and spirit of
our college, and we look forward to continuing to build on this success in the years to come.

Best Wishes!

Dr. Divya Madaan
Convener

Magazine Committee



EDITORIAL

"Great things are done by a series of small things
brought together." - Vincent Van Gogh

Echoing with the wise words of Vincent Van Gogh,
| feel honoured to have been part of the creation of
the 2023 edition of Shivraj, a multifaceted exercise
that brought together the talents of teachers and
students. The theme of sustainability and environmental
responsibi|ity that runs through this year's magazine’s
articles perfectly captures our collective vision for a
brighter future, rooted in the |egooy of Shivoji Co||ege.

The joy | have felt in this journey has not come from the
recognition and accolades that success of Shivraj22
has earned, but from the sheer satisfaction of knowing
that we have given our all to this endeavour. The
exceptional team of 11 students, supported by our
esteemed teachers, poured their hearts and souls into
every aspect of the magazine, from writing and editing
to design and layout, infusing each page with the spirit of Shivaji.

With the inspiring words of Helen Keller "Life is either a daring adventure or nothing." in mind,
we are excited to introduce four new sections in this year's Shivraj. The first is "Chronicles of
Shivaji" which will take you on a year-long journey of the life at Shivaji College. For those of
you who are interested in exploring the world of cinema from a fresh and new perspective, we
offer you the "Cinema Section". Get ready to climb aboard our spaceship and embark on an
exciting journey into the world of film, where we will showcase some of the most innovative and
thought-provoking works from both India and beyond. But that's not all. We also want to take this
opportunity to acknowledge the "Wizards of Shivaji" - the unsung heroes who keep our campus
running like clockwork. From unlocking the gates at 7 am to locking it at 8 pm during the festive
seasons, from searching the auditorium’s projector’s remote to keeping the campus clean and
tidy, we could not imagine life at Shivaji without their tireless efforts and support. And of course,
the beautiful gardens of Shivaji! And last but not least, we present to you furry and fluffy friends
who bring so much joy and companionship to our college life — “Animals of Shivaji”. Whether it's
playing with our dogs on the lawn or cuddling with our puppies at Jijabai corridor, they remind us
that life is about more than just academics and deadlines.

To all those who have contributed to the creation of Shivraj, | offer my deepest gratitude and
respect. Together, we have shown that great things can indeed be accomplished through a series
of small things brought together with dedication and love.

Warm regards,
Shivam Aggarwal
Editor-in-Chief
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OCTOBER

e Diwali Mela

e Enactus World Cup

e Cleanliness Drive 2.0

e Film Screening

e Environmental Awareness

¢ Donation Drive

NOVEMBER

Annual Orientation

Seminar on Environmental
Awareness

NCC Day Celebration
Heritage walk

Seminar on Society, Abuse,
and Gender

Neurodiversity Workshop

DECEMBER

e Exams!




JANUARY

e SPIC MACAY
¢ Legal Awareness Workshop
o fide @ wfaifirar

o Shivaji Bhosle - 8th National
Parliamentary Debate

¢ Republic Day Celebration

FEBRUARY

JFax wETfaerery Aledid ug
A g ufaaiRrar

Speak Up
Vibrations'23
Self Defence workshop

Web of Life

"o

e Noor'23

o Swikriti - The Diversity Fest
e Abhivyakti'23

e Sports Day

¢ Shivaji Bhosle - 1st Asian
Parliamentary Debate
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Welcome to the world of Shivraj, the ultimate destination for exploring the creative talents of
Shivaji College! As the editorial board, we are thrilled to present to you the 2023rd edition of
our beloved college magazine, which promises to take you on a fun-filled journey of discovery
and innovation.

Our journey started with a simple idea: to create a magazine that truly captured the essence
of our college and its unique spirit. We wanted to showcase the incredible talent and creativity
of our students and teachers, while also celebrating our shared values of sustainability,
environmental responsibility, and community engagement.

And boy, did we deliver! With the help of our amazing team of students and dedicated teachers,
we poured our hearts and souls into every page of this magazine. From writing and editing to
design and |c1yout, we left no stone unturned in our quest to create the best possib|e product.

But it wasn't just about hard work and dedication. We also had a ton of fun along the way!
Whether we were brainstorming new ideas for articles, taking silly photos for the magazine,
requesting/asking /forcing societies and clubs to share their part, or debating the merits of
different design options, we always found ways to make each other laugh and enjoy the process.

And now, the fruits of our labour are finally here. With new sections like "Chronicles of Shivaji"
and "Cinema Section," we are excited to take you on a wild ride of adventure and exploration.
From the unsung heroes who keep our campus running to the fluffy friends who bring us so much
joy, this magazine truly has something for everyone.

So what are you waiting for? Grab a copy of Shivraj, sit back, and let us take you on a journey
you'll never forget!

Regards
Editorial Board
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Alummi Helatbones Cell

The Alumni Relations Cell, Shivaji College,
aims to develop a robust network of alumni
from various fields and parts of the world. The
cell intends to function as a liaison between the
current students and the alumni community
there by, facilitating an exchange of resources,
opportunities and extension of mentorship.

The Alumni Relations Cell, Shivaji College
was established in September 2019. Here,
Students can connect with the alumni
community and build an environment of
mutual growth of alumni and students it also
provide a platform where students can seek
mentorship from the graduates.

We have celebrated the success of our various
alumnus throughout the year through various
events such as student mentorship program,
Know your Alumni, Humans of Shivaji and My
Experiments with Internships. We have invited
talented and incredible speakers with
commendable success stories and lifestyle to
share their experiences, struggle and growth
with our colleagues.
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The society believes in giving
it's members the best
opportunities to explore
themselves and grow. In order
to accomplish this, SPADE

conducts various workshops
and group discussions as well as
team building exercises.
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SPADE constantly works
towards understanding,
analysing and creating
awareness about socio-
economic issues by producing
an annual documentary and
publishing an annual research
book.

The society also hosts its grand
spectacle- the Annual
Consortium of Excellence (ACE
of SPADE). The fest is spiced up
with mind-racking events that
test the participants' socio-
economic acumen to the limit.

#REDEFININGNOTIONS

vk MEGA WRAT ON
WA FUTULE

WHO ARE WE?
SPADE is the socio-economic
society of Shivaji College, which
aims to unfold important social and
economic issues with a practical
outlook and redefine preconceived
notions.The society has justified its
existence as the 'only socio
economic society' of Delhi
University. The society provies a
platform to students where they
can voice their views on the
problems we face in today's world
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Shivaji College

The Women Development Cell of Shivaji College aims to create a world free of
| gender discrimination, sensitize students towards gender parity, inculcate within
them the awareness of women’s empowerment and encourage participation of NGOs
working in the area of women’s development in the activities of the cell. Through the
organisation of seminars,\interactive sessions, debates, self-defence training, and
sireet plays, it makes significant efforts for helping the students in general,
throughout the year to disseminate awareness about gender equality and women's
issues.
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BIZARRE .

The Fashion society $

Bizarre-the fashion society of Shivaji college was founded in 2016. It is a cadre of
'ﬂ fashion enthusiasts who apart from being exceptional models, also possess a flair
of confidence and creativity. This society helps people to come out of their shells
and express themselves through fashion. The objective of our society is to build a
platform wherein all the boys and girls can portray their talents in the field of
fashion. It seeks to enhance the creativity and focuses on personal growth. Not
only does it keep you updated with the latest fashion trends, but it also highlights
various social issues and brings them out through the medium of fashion.

It is among the most sparkling societies, not only in the college, but is also ranked
among the best fashion societies in DU. It provides a platform for promising
fashion designers and models to showcase their talents and participate in various
inter-college fashion shows and events.

Bizarre organises a plethora of events throughout the year. This year our team
also collaborated with an online website called GETHYPD and did multiple shoots.
We organise “PANACHE” during the annual fest in which all the teams in the
fashion circuit appear and compete against each other.
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il ¢ The Chemical Societ
R RASTANTRUM ;

“What the ocean was to the child, the Periodic table is to the Chemist.” -~ Karl Barry Sharples
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The Conumerce Society of Shivafi College




WEBSTERS

Computer Science society of Shivaji College

The Department of Computer Science was established in 1984. The
Department aims at upholding the cognitive aspect of education by
ensuring academic excellence and intellectual growth of its students.

The department lays prime focus on academics
interspersed with co-curricular and extra-curricular
activities that bring the versatility of its students to the
fore and gives them a sound sense of perspective. The
computer society ©* Websters * was started with the aim to
foster interest in the world of computers and technology.
It provides a platform for likeminded brains to
communicate with each other and expand their horizons.

Every year the Department organizes lectures by
eminent people from the industry. The Society
celebrates its annual technical fest "Techelons”
with great enthusiasm and zeal.
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Phaot Omatics

TESSERACT

The Mathematics Society

Our events, from Infinity to Photomatics
and beyond, not only ignite a passion for
nurmbers, but alse promaote hallstie
development and strengthen the
connection between mathematics and
daily life. Be it the Farewsll or Teacher's
Day that teuched our hearts , the
freshers’ welcome that's electrifying or
the unofficial excursion, here we build
bomds to cherish forever. Join us as we
delve deeper into the fascinating world
of numbers and unlock new possibilities.

Unofficial

Excursion
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Alex Strange Love (movie): journey of finding acceptance and love
Alexa and Katie (series): tiwo best friends liguring out life wogether
A Simple Favor (movie): chaos and mystery dressed in the perfect pant-suit and heels

Barfi (movie): real ones don't leave you when life drops a sireet light on them

Be Melodramatie (drama): it is okay 1o be extra sometimes

Because This Is My First Life (drama): you are 30 but still lost? It's okay, it's your first life anyway
Before Sunrise (moviek sometimes the most beautiful things are temporary

Begin Again (movie): lame doesn't matier, artistic satisfaction does

Black Clover (anime): believe in yvourself and the mightiest will kneel before you

Cable Girls (series): every century made its own superwoman
Call Me By Your Name (movie): not all love siories get the ending that they deserve
Chandigarh Kare Aashiqui (rmovie): when you love someone, you accept them as they are

Dash and Lily (series): be brave, dare (o love, and always helieve

Dear Zindagi (movie): get comfortable in your chairs before vou buy them. It's not about chairs!
Devil Wears Prada (movie): sometimes we [ind our true selves in the most unexpected places
Dil Dhadakne Do (moviey: she doesn't need YOU 1o allow HER 1o live her life. No one does.
Doctor G (movie): there is nothing like male or female doetors, a doctor is simply a doctor

Ek Ladki Ko Dekha To Aisa Laga (movie): a queer Bollvwood romanee!
Enola Holmes (movie): when your heart is full of fire, and mind full of intellect, nothing ean
stop you!

Fathers (movie): there is more than just one definition of family
Feel Good (series): to be with the one you love, you need to understand yourself first

Fruit Baskets (anine): asirology, but in eartoon

Gennie and Georgia (series): your mom will always be there for you

Goodbye (movie): a story about letting go and healing, written with tears and love

Grand Army (series): it's okay to let it all out, rather than storing it up just 1o explode one day
Girl From Nowhere (drama): il you have done something bad, surrender - cause Nanno will
lind you

Han Gong Ju (movie): based on a heinous, real life r**e case in South Korea

Hi Bye Mama (drama): mothers love their children more than their own happiness

Hope Springs Bternal (movie): was it love or just sympathy ?

House of Cards (series): American politics with actual intelligent people

How To Get Away With Murder (series): will actually help you to get away with murder!

How To Train A Dragon (animation movie): compassion and empathy can always change the
world

1 Want To Eat Your Pancreas (anime): get a tissue box and you are ready (o go
In The Heights (movie): years spent longing for a lost home, only 1o realize, you built a new
home along the way

Jane The Virgin (series): the world leads you to where you were meant to be - with magie,
laughter and tears

Kantara (movie): the simplest iraditions that connect us (o our roots

Kieta Hatsukoi (drama): a cute eraser incident stirs up relationships

Knives OQut (movie): a murder mysiery about what it means to be innocent in a world full of
knives

Legally Blonde (movie): a vightful representation of Beauty with Brains

Let It Snow (movie): Niguring out a world full of snow and een problems

Listen... Amaya (movie): a budding writer coming to terms with her widowed mother's
relationship

Man on High Heels (movie): sometimes irving (o achieve your desires can be beautifully brutal
Moana (movie): yvou need 1o set foot into the sea 1o leave the island behind



Mom (movie): "Aa gai uski maa”

Move To Heaven (drama): death is not the end of vour story

Maode (movie): the age of youth, the age of revolution!

My Liberation Notes (drama): set yourself free from things caging you towards nothingness

Navillera (d/rama): dreams should not have an age limit

Nobody Knows (movie): a brother irying o keep his siblings safe and fed afier being
abandoned by their mother

Norwegian Wood (movie): a nostalgic story about loss and burgeoning sexuality

Oh! My God (mouvie): it's not us against God, it's us against delusional beliels we lollow in the
name of God

Orange Is The New Black (series): toughness of prison changes one drastically as an
individual, compelling them to do the unthinkable

Our Beloved Summer («/rama): throw salt at your ex il they ever show up again

Parasite (movie): blessing for one can be a curse for others
Pink (movie): NO is not a word, but a complete sentence!
Please Like Me (series): getting people to like you is not always casy

Qala (movie): living in a world that doesn't let you live
Queen (movie): step out of your comfort zone and rediscover yourself

Reply 1988 (drama): a warm and nostalgic drama about a friendly neighborhood
Run On (drama): when a green flag meets another green flag

Save Me (drama): Nawed faith fails family

Silent Voice (anime): the love itself is loud enough

Slumdog Millionaire (movie): a life lived in tears and passion, reliel won through the price
of lived trauma

Spirited Away (anime): the "spiritual” set apart from the reality

Suits (series): a bromance that's meant o be, suits that weave worlds

Sweet Home (drama): what if home is not the safest place 1o be ?

Table Number 21 (moviek: it's all fun and games until it's not

The Cobalt Blue (series): a love that is meant to be lost

The Half Of It (movie): love and people are more complicated than they seem

The Prestige (movie): an intelleciual, philosophical, mysierious, and ofien darkly funny
The Red Sleeve (drama ): shouldn’t vou let go of people if their happiness lies elsewhere?
The Sky Is Pink (movie): paint your life the way you wish 1o

Tall Girl (movie): love that's right in front of you, and courage that was always inside you
Time Out (movie): when things get too hard it's fine 1o take a time oul

Trinkets (series): who knew [riendships could be stolen

Up (movie): there's an adventure wailing around every corner; you just have 1o be
willing to see it

Upcoming Summer (movie): a realistic story of two souls who face life, aceeptance and
honesty

Vivo (animation): the anxiety and loss surrounding transnational migration
Vodka Diaries (movie): breathiaking unacknowledged remake of Shutter Island

Warrior Nun (series): who said nuns couldn’t be badass?

What Did You Eat Yesterday (series): food is the language of love despite gender
Wish You (drama): dreams are supposed 1o be lived, not just dreamt

Women At War (series): a fight that's fierce yet invisible

Working Moms (series): re-defining motherhood with its own twist

Yeh Ballet (movie): dance belongs 1o no one, yel everyone
Yesterday (mouvic): true joy lies in authenticity

Young Royals (series): defying traditions for the ones you love
Your Lie In April (anime): love runs out of lime
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Zootopia (movie): you can be anything you want
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"Joy: Sadness, it's upto you.
Sadness: | can't Joy.
Joy:Yes, you can.

Riley, needs you."

- Inside Out

“Tum agar khul ke ro nahi sakogi,
toh khul kar hass kese paogi!"
- Dear Zindagi

"I love her. | am so lucky to love her,Van
Houten.You don't get to choose if you
get hurt in this world, old man, but you
do have some say in who hurts you. | like
my choices. | hope she likes hers."

-The Fault In Our Stars

Some people are lucky enough
to have a best friend...I'm even
luckier,

I got a Katie..."

- Alexa and Katie

"I love you, and I will love you until |
die, and if there's a life after that, I'll
love you then."

- Shadowhunters

"I think that’s sort ofthow it works you

know? We go through life slowly but surely

collecting these little pieces of ourselves
that we can’t really live without until we
eventually have enough of them to feel
whole."

-This Is Us

"The funny thing about miracles is
they happen every day...The Devil
can fall in love.We can all learn.
And we can all grow."

- Lucifer

“You're not alone.We don't know
where we're going! You just gotta
figure at some point, it's all gonna
come together!"

- Friends
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EDITORIAL
»H——

'The climate is changing, so should we!’

Earth's ailing with inklings of our doomed planet. But are we serious? Are we concerned?
Mostly not. ‘Save trees and save the environment’ it's easier said than done. Yet the
fleetingness of blazing cognisance causes inconsistency, hence a tread back to the
formal order of exploitation. The time demands immediacy and uniformity of appropriate
measures to aid our already burning planet. We as inhabitants are curators of what our
ravaging actions have laid on and to react in the most eco-friendly way possible. For
generations to survive, for us to live, for wildlife to sustain and for foliage to thrive
we need to conserve our resources and environment. With the advent of technology
and metropolitanism, our earth has undergone significant repercussions like Climate
change, rise in temperature, threats to the ecosystem, high mortality rates etc. Now
the time has come for the judicious use of our depleting resources and to know what it
means to play with nature. The present demands action before we plunge into a stark
future where there is no coming back. Let's unite and voice our concerns together to
save the earth from its devastation ahead. Change yourself not the world. Planet will
itself survive thereafter.

As the editor of English Section, it was an incredible opportunity to rummage through
all the info-loaded articles sent by my friends. Their approaches to human intervention,
reactions, solutions and actions are appreciable. The references to the Joshimath crisis
and IPCC Assessment reports have added another factual dimension to the magazine’s
theme. Shivraj with this edition remarkably fosters the ideology of conservancy for the
sustentation of mankind. Preservation and conservation are the need of the hour.

Madhav Rao Punia
B.A. (H) English
2nd Year



HUMAN INTERVENTION IN
DISASTERS AND REPERCUSSIONS BY
THE ENVIRONMENT

"DISASTERS ARE NOT NATURAL, THINK!"

"81% of millennials believe the world is warming, and 65%
of millennials feel that humans are the number one cause
of climate change”.

Every aspect of life on earth has been influenced by humans
in inventive ways. It influenced the development of mankind
from our earliest ancestors to the people we are now.
Indeed, we have gone a long way after approximately two
million years of evolution. From improvements in human
social behaviour to daily accomplishments in the realms
of science, technology, and medicine, we have extensively
investigated and are continuously paving the path to find
better solutions to tackle current issues to give society a
higher standard of living. Even though we have made a
significant contribution to the welfare of our society, we
have overlooked or disregarded the reality that throughout
time, we have been fooling with the environment in which
we live and this degradation of the environment is mostly
the result of human activity. The effects of human activities
on the environment date back to the earliest forebears of
our species. Since then, we have all altered the environment
to suit our needs, and as a result, we are currently losing all
the precious natural resources that are irreplaceable.

This article aims to better understand the pattern of
environment-disturbing activities from scratch, where we
talk about humans and their unsatisfying wants struggling
with limited resources. Due to this, we face problems like
scarcity and disasters.

Everyone understands if the environment is not nurtured
with care, it comes back at us brutally no matter how
intentionally or unwillingly we are playing or messing with
it. This article also talks about how the environment can
show us its strength through calamities and disasters and
most importantly how it is all the consequences of our
selfish deeds. Furthermore, how we can maintain a balance
or have an approach for a stable biosphere.

INTERFERENCE BY HUMANS

Environmental processes have always been significantly
hampered by human involvement. To fulfil our egotistical
desires, we have planned for progress, but we have always
attributed the negative effects on nature. Daily examples
of pollution, global warming, and several other activities

have made us aware of the consequences of giving in to
our materialistic desires.

In light of the preceding context, the recent case of
the Joshimath Sinking Crisis is an example of human
interference in nature.

JOSHIMATH SINKING CRISIS (CASE STUDY)

The 1300-year-old Himalayan town in the Chamoli district
of Uttarakhand has a lot of religious significance. Tourists
from all over the world visit this place as this is the route
for one of the holy places of Char Dham Yatra and also
for Hemkund Sahib. Around 10,00,00,000 people visited
Joshimath in 2022 which was significantly more than the
figures for 2019.

Recently, three months ago Tapovan Vishnugad Hydro
Power Project started in the town. As the town is located on
the course of the Ganga flood plains and also lies in seismic
zone v of the Himalayan region, the town was unable to
sustain another major hydro project. Houses present there
started to develop cracks in walls and ground, it seemed
like Earth was splitting. This all happened because of Land
Subsidence. Land Subsidence is a phenomenon where
the land responds vigorously to some nature-harming
events like disturbing the water cycle or land degradation.
Environmentalist Chandi Prasad Bhatt said that "Failure of
successive governments to act on expert warnings seems to
be at the root of the Joshimath crisis”. The government has
started evacuation plans in the area as it is no longer safe
to live there until some strong methods are implemented.

According to recent data, the Supreme Court had denied
hearings related to this case. But, as the rehabilitation
process has already started there is an urgent need to
address this issue. Lakhs of people are associated with
the sanctity of this town and evacuation there is a big
step. With the references of geologists, seismologists,
geographers and scientists disaster reduction is on the
edge of implementation. It is hoped that the situation gets
better soon with the support of the government and the
town gains its importance like before.

THE REACTIONS BY NATURE

Gandhiji observed this “Nature has enough to meet our
needs but not our greed” The natural resources that make
up "Panch Mahabhuta" include the human world, the
flora, and the animals that exist around us. These are the
five natural elements (land, water, fire, air, and sky) that
sustain life on earth. But regrettably, the use of nature for
economic gain has upset this delicate equilibrium that has
kept humanity united.




Are humans responsible for natural
calamities?

Yes, since the start of the industrial revolution, we
have grown more accustomed to enjoying ourselves by
creating or inventing items that make our lives easier.
Thus, humans started to easily exploit our planet and its
resources for personal gain. This milking and ill-treatment
of natural resources leads to our contribution or makes us
responsible for natural disasters. Therefore, it is certain that
the intensity of natural calamity is directly proportional to
human actions. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change released a study in February 2007 that said it was
"very likely" that humans were to blame for climate change.
A prominent indicator of this is deforestation, which has led
to an increase in disasters like climatic imbalance, floods,
droughts, erosion, and landslides. Natural catastrophe
frequency and impact have increased over the past 15 years
as a result of the worsening climate issue but this pales in
contrast to the response of nature to all this exploitation.
Population displacement is one of the most immediate
repercussions of natural disasters. Many people are forced
to leave their homes and seek safety in other areas when
countries are hit by earthquakes or other strong natural
disasters. Many local communities suffer such severe
economic resource losses that recovery is challenging, if
not almost impossible.

The quantity and frequency of natural catastrophes that
have been documented, as well as the effects they have
and the harm they do to local and global economies and
people, are all dramatically rising. Natural catastrophes
frequently devastate vital agricultural infrastructure and
resources, altering production cycles, trade flows, and
means of subsistence. This has an impact on food security
and further disturbs the value chains. Catastrophes such
as earthquakes, landslides, floods, fires, droughts, and hail
storms may impede global economic expansion, particularly
in countries where agriculture and food production still
contribute significantly to GDP.

SOLUTIONS AND ACTIONS

1. Risk Realization- Actions to reduce disaster risk will
be taken while acknowledging that disaster risks
can be generated by development activities and
that risk reduction must be accomplished within the
development paradigm through the development of
risk-informed policies, development planning, resource
allocation, targeting, implementation, monitoring-
review, and communication.

2. Corpus Funds for business continuity planning - We
can set up corpus funds for business continuity plans
that outline how certain functions or services will

be provided in the event of a disaster and how the
organization expects to resume normal operations as
promptly as possible. We currently have corpus funds
for disaster risk reduction, but we should also take
steps to develop better and more quickly through a
constant flow of money as part of our strategy.

The governance of Disaster Risk Reduction will be carried
out by all line departments as well as non-governmental
organizations like civil society organizations, citizen's
groups, village committees, farmer groups, and so
on who may occasionally be better positioned to take
decisions about localized risks. Disaster Risk Reduction
is multi-stakeholder and multi-level. Actions to reduce
the risk of disaster will be taken while acknowledging
the need for inclusive, group-wide efforts to reduce risk
creation and manage produced hazards. In addition,
No issue can be solved without using a public-private
partnership model approach, thus the government
should create PPP models to speed up the rehabilitation
and reconstruction process and collaborate with the
private sector to increase the influx of funds and
benefit society.

Resilience in Development- Development should be
such that it protects us from disaster, development
should not be such that it becomes a disaster. Actions
to reduce disaster risk will be done to enhance resilience
within the development, with the understanding
that resilience is not a fixed end state but rather a
dynamic collection of circumstances and processes.
Developing should be done, but with consideration
for the boundaries and limits of disaster-prone places.
Additionally, excessive development activity must not
be done in disaster-prone areas or anywhere near
them because in doing so, we are essentially calling for
catastrophe.

Investing in the future through a focus on schools and
seismic reinforcement - Actions to decrease the risk of
disasters will be done in recognition of the fact that
investing in children and young people lowers risk
not only in the present but also ensures the future
by fostering a culture of risk reduction. This might
be accomplished by placing a strong emphasis on
Indian schools through government initiatives like
Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan. Additionally, to
guarantee the security of facilities that are necessary,
such as educational institutions, medical facilities,
food storage facilities, and banks and to increase
the strength, stability, and shock resistance of these
structures we may and must use seismic reinforcement
structures.

(BY- INIKA GARG & KALASH TANWAR
GEOGRAPHY HONS 1ST YEAR)




Nature vs Metropolitanism

| left home - the blue sky, the green mountains, the
golden sunrise, the starry night, the sweetscented air,
and the bubbling stream left behind in my pursuit of the
‘metropolitan dream’.

| have come to Delhi, the capital territory, the centre of the
country, the city of dreams. Do | feel happy? Satisfied? |
don’t know. | only feel lost. The buildings are grey, the sky
is unclear, and life is noisy — | miss the sunrise accompanied
by chirping birds, the air scented with flowers, the trees
laden with fruits, the rice fields ripe with paddy, and the
night sky filled with stars. My eyes are filled with tears,
from the city’s smoke, and my own tired heart; | can hardly
breathe in this suffocating city. | dreamt a ‘metropolitan’
dream — of tall skyscrapers, paved roads, modern luxury,
personal success, prosperity and ‘happiness’.

It is advice often given, a tale often told, a dream often
dreamt, by many young people from the poorer regions
of the world - “leave home in search of a better future,
find prosperity and success in the developed cities”. And
| did that, like so many others before me, and probably
many others after me. | willingly left the warmth of my
home in nature, to pursue my life in the ‘metropolitan’ city
of Delhi. But was | right? Perhaps | am, perhaps | am not
- only time will tell. (This line = “only time will tell” - is
humanity's cursed line. Time always will tell a little too late.
And when it tells, it surely hurts.) The humans before me
dreamt a dream like mine - of wealth, success, prosperity,
and development. In pursuit of that dream, they replaced
‘nature’ with developments of a ‘metropolitan’ world.

So, how did this modern, metropolitan world come into
existence? Was the world always like this? Today, there are
over 9000 metropolitan centres worldwide, home to almost
4 billion people of the world. But if we were to think about
it, we would soon come to realise that the world wasn't
always like that. Just 300 years back now, the world of
1723 looked much different. It was still pre-industrialisation,
and a large portion of the world’s population still lived in
rural areas and was employed in traditional occupations
of agriculture, artistry, etc. It was a world, yet to see
the French Revolution, the Industrial Revolution, or the
Internet. It was a world, so unlike the modern world that
we are familiar with today. But it was 1723, and the world
was about to see some huge changes. Just four decades
later, in 1764, the textile industry in England would see a
huge shift, with the invention of the spinning Jenny, which
mechanised the process of cotton spinning. This would
mark the beginning of the Industrial Revolution in Europe.
Over the next century, the entire process of production
became mechanised and the world saw the beginning of a

capitalistically organised economy and society. The process
of Industrialisation, and the building up of factories,
created urban centres of production where people would
migrate for work and livelihood. This led to the coming
up of highly populated urban centres of production, trade,
and economy. Notably, many people who used to live in
rural areas migrated to these urban centres of commerce
in search of better livelihoods.

Industrialisation became synonymous with development,
and development meant many things to many people
— a better livelihood, better education and healthcare
facilities, better living standards, upward social mobility —
the existence that everyone was looking for was a happier,
more fulfilling one than they were born into, especially
so for the poorer sections of society. The urban centres
of trade/commerce and industrialised economy, where
capital flowed and factories stood, seemed to offer
that ‘dream’ of development. So, these urban centres
expanded in population and size, ultimately becoming
the 'metropolitan’ cities of the modern world. The word
‘metropolitan” comes from the Greek word “metropolis”
meaning ‘'mother city’, and it refers to the core area where
there is a large concentration of population, and the social
and economic activities of the adjacent communities are
highly integrated to the core. In this regard, Delhi, as one of
the metropolitan centres of the country, holds great socio-
economic influence and control over the suburban and rural
areas of the country. It is a central hub of the country's
politics, economy, education, culture, and healthcare. But
this modern, developed, metropolitan city of Delhi is not
without its problems. The city is also known for its awful air
quality, high crime rates, and extreme weather conditions.
These problems can be directly or indirectly linked to the
destruction of nature involved in building a metropolitan
city like Delhi. Large-scale urbanisation involves trespassing
over natural grasslands and forests to provide the land
required for the construction of residential and office
areas for the increasing population. Building up the city
infrastructure involves the use of expensive raw materials
generated through industrial processes - this inevitably
means harming the natural environment to cater for the
needs of a modern city. Therefore, the grey buildings, the
unclear skies, and the noisy environment become the city’s
reality - a reality that came in place of nature’s blessings.

Yet, people like me will continue to come to cities like this;
and if we don’t come, then perhaps we will be working
to create a city like this wherever we are living then. It
is human to desire the luxury and comfort of a modern
world - many times, they come at the expense of nature.
| have often wondered if there is a way for nature and
development to exist together. My hometown, which is
in the lap of nature, does not get the luxury of modern




railways, capital-generating companies, international
schools, or well-equipped technical universities — but |,
dream of living not in poverty, but in abundance, of living a
life not of deprivations, but of opportunities. There are two
ways possible — either | leave the place or make the place a
developed ‘city’. | struggle to choose because | have loved
this home of mine - the green mountains are beautiful, the
bird songs are sweet, the water is clean, the air is scented
with flowers, the earth is soft, the food is delicious, the
music and culture are inspired by nature, and in my prayers,
| have worshipped the trees, the mountains, and the rivers.
The answer is, | believe, to opt for sustainable development
- the kind of development that preserves as much of
the natural environment as possible while ensuring the
provision of modern lifestyle and amenities to the residents
of the area. Thankfully, we have realised this, and many of
the latest developmental policies have been implemented
keeping the goal of sustainable development in mind. But
there are also cities, in which, it is already a little too late
— where ‘metropolitanism’ has won over ‘nature’ and the
skies are already grey.

So, was it worth it? Was humanity's price for development
- the polluted nature, the unhealthy human life, and the
precarious human existence in a rapidly disturbed world,
really worth it? Was my leaving my “home” in nature
for a life in the developed, modern, metropolitan “city”
really worth it? | dont know. Maybe Wordsworth knew
better, | quote, “Sweet is the lore which Nature brings;
Our meddling intellect misshapes the beauteous forms of
things—We murder to dissect.

Rajyashori Limbu

B.A. programme 3rd Year

»H—o—&
Global Warming

“"What you do makes a difference, and you have to decide
what kind of difference you want to make.” “It's not that
the world hasn’t had more carbon dioxide, it's not that
the world hasn’t been warmer. The problem is the speed
at which things are changing. Our Earth is one family and
if anything brings a catastrophic element to our planet
then we must make efforts and conserve our environment
from toxicity. Many factors led to the degradation of
our environment and our earth as a whole and the most
treacherous one among all is ‘Global warming’. According
to the United Nation; Climate change refers to long-term
shifts in temperatures and weather patterns. These shifts
may be natural, such as through variations in the solar
cycle. But since the 1800s, human activities have been the

main driver of climate change, primarily due to burning
fossil fuels like coal, oil and gas.

Burning fossil fuels generates greenhouse gas emissions
that act like a blanket wrapped around the Earth, trapping
the sun’s heat and raising the temperature. Earth is
warming up, and humans are at least partially to blame.
Global warming is important to understand so that we can
fight for the health of our planet. Global warming occurs
when carbon dioxide (CO2) and other air pollutants collect
in the atmosphere and absorb sunlight and solar radiation
that have bounced off the earth’s surface. Normally this
radiation would escape into space, but these pollutants,
which can last for years to centuries in the atmosphere, trap
the heat and cause the planet to get hotter. These heat-
trapping pollutants—specifically carbon dioxide, methane,
nitrous oxide, water vapour, and synthetic fluorinated
gases—are known as greenhouse gases, and their impact is
called the greenhouse effect.

The IPCC's Sixth Assessment Report (AR6), published in
2021, noted that the best estimate of the increase in global
average surface temperature between 1850 and 2019 was
1.07 °C (1.9 °F). An IPCC special report produced in 2018
noted that human beings and their activities have been
responsible for a worldwide average temperature increase
between 0.8 and 1.2 °C (1.4 and 2.2 °F) since preindustrial
times, and most of the warming over the second half of the
20th century could be attributed to human activities.

Many factors create a way for the rise of global warming,
these are generating power, manufacturing, burning fossil
fuel, cutting down forests, using transport, and producing
too much . Apart from all these factors, there are some
natural factors including continental drift theory, volcano
eruption, Earth tilt, oceanic current etc are some cause that
brings unnatural phenomenon in our climate that gives rise
to Global Warming. Due to all these components the impact
on nature and humans is extremely drastic. For instance,
some are; rise in temperature, more severe storms and
drought, loss of species, flood, loss of resources, health and
poverty and displacement, malnutrition and health-related
issue in human beings. Most importantly the depletion of
the Ozone layer.

The result of global warming is uncountable but still, the
target of zero net emission is not fulfilled even after a
lot of efforts. The government keep making policies and
treaties at the national and international level to deal with
Climate change-related problems. Therefore, in the field of
energy, industry and transport, natural-based solution and
planning are some areas of initiatives which are working.
Nevertheless, climate change is not a problem of 1 year
instead it is havoc for our future generations, if today we
will not stand as individuals then our future cannot be in




secure hands. Protecting our climate and respecting it is
not only part of Government law rather it is a duty of every
individual because it is the climate which provides all the
basis of life to human beings. Therefore we should protect
Vasudev kutumbkam. “The world must come together to
confront climate change. There is little scientific dispute
that if we do nothing, we will face more drought, famine
and mass displacement that will fuel more conflict for
decades.” - Barack Obama.

Yash Mishra, BA History Honours
Department of History
2nd Year, 4th semester
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An open letter on Nature versus
Metropolitansism

Dear humans

| am a student at the University of Delhi but | am not a
resident of Delhi. So one day | was travelling to Huda
City Centre. | took the pink line from my nearest metro
station. The infrastructure and the stations were quite
basic. | had to change my line to yellow from Dilli Hatt.
Damn! | was stunned when | saw that the metro stations
were so well planned that | would like to compare them to
airports. Even the metro train was speedier as compared
to the pink line. The yellow line however pushed me into
a conversation with myself. The metro trains symbolize the
irony of the city. | saw jhuggis when | was travelling on an
air-conditioned train. The train service is robust but do we
even realize how has it made the land fragile? Thousands
or maybe lakhs of trees had to be cut to lay the tracks.
Kilometres had to be dug to lay the foundations of the
subway. We are developing at the cost of nature. Then |
guestioned myself how high would the AQI of Delhi be and
how packed would the roads look if the metro didn't exist.
Nature> Development or Development> Nature? | once
again failed to answer the question even in a 30-minute
session of self-talk.

Sincerely
A nature enthusiast

Srishti Maini
Department of Geography, Sem-1

Wise Man versus Poor Earth

Global warming! We have started using the term so leisurely
that we don't even realize how big of a conundrum it is. We
are so pleasantly seduced by technological development
that we have completely forgotten in what way it has
corroded the ecology of the Earth. Well for me, global
warming is no less than a slow poison.

What is global warming? Global warming is considered
an effect of climate change. In layman’s language it is the
long-term heating of the Earth’s surface but as science
explains- it is the rise in the planet’s temperature caused
due to entrapment of heat by carbon dioxide and other
greenhouse gases. Do we even realize what a major role
we play in distributing the natural balance of the planet?
Scientists are firm about the contribution of humans in the
amplification of global temperature. US National Climate
Assessment suggests that it is extremely likely that human
activities especially the emission of greenhouse gases are
the dominant cause of the observed warming since mid
20th century. As scientific models and methods grow
more sophisticated and as we collect more data, the ever-
broadening human fingerprints in causing global warming
can be positively identified. This increase ranges from the
atmosphere to oceans to Earth’s surface. This includes rising
levels of carbon dioxide, unprecedented warming and the
residuals of burnt fossil fuels. Well, we are not just growing
technologically, global temperature records show a similar
pattern by rising at an ever-shooting rate. The 19 hottest
years out of 20 have occurred since 2001 only. The period
from 2015 -2019 presents the 5 hottest years in history.

Scientists have predicted that if we don’t take crucial
steps, the heat waves would make the deserts drier and
the polar ice cap melting would cause floods hand in hand.
Such instances are already being experienced. Animals are
changing their migration patterns and plants are changing
dates of activity. Health risks due to climate change include
cardiovascular diseases, respiratory problems, malnutrition
and even fatalities.

The harm done so far is incorrigible but we can still limit
our activities for the defense of earth has no other purpose
than defense of life. A global issue requires quick global
action as a clock in New York suggests that we have less
than a decade to govern the issue of global warming.

Srishti Maini
Department of Geography




Global Warming

"Global warming isn't a prediction. It is happening."- James
Hansen. It's quite upsetting that the planet's temperature is
continuing to rise. The environment of Earth is continuously
suffering significant harm as a result of the threat of
global warming. The majority of people are still ignorant
of this phenomenon and do not believe it will pose a
serious threat in the near future. Electricity is continuously
produced using fossil fuels. Global warming is caused
by gases like carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous oxide
that are produced when fossil fuels are burned. Warmer
temperatures are also a result of deforestation. In 2021, the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change(IPCC) released
its Sixth Assessment Report(AR6) revealing how human
activity has induced rapid climate change. Most people are
unaware that global warming is already occurring and that
some of its devastating impacts are now being felt. The
ecosystem is already being negatively impacted by it, and it
will continue to do so. Some solutions must be developed
to tackle the perilous impacts of global warming. The
development of alternative energy sources(solar, wind,
hydro, geothermal and biomass) must be taken seriously.
Finding and utilising renewable energy resources is one
strategy to effectively tackle the ever-growing effects of
global warming. The future effects of global warming are
still a subject of much discussion and scepticism. However,
the majority of specialists believe that future generations
will face serious and catastrophic issues.

Rakhi Jha
B.A. English hons. 2nd year, 4th sem

The Global Warming

The world grows warmer, our fate in sight
A future bleak, unless we take flight
The ice caps melting, the oceans rise

Nature's balance, before our very eyes

Greenhouses gases, we release with pride

In the atmosphere, they cannot hide

The heat they trap, causes the earth to swelter
A dangerous path, we cannot alter

But there's still hope, if we act with care
Reduce our carbon footprint, show we're aware
Of the harm we cause, to the earth and its kin

Before species end, and the damage sets in

So let's plant trees and switch to clean energy
Reduce waste, and live with simplicity
Take small steps, for a greener tomorrow

For a world in balance, and a brighter future to follow.

Sarika Khanna
B.A. English hons. 2nd year, 4th sem

Balancing Progress and Protection: Exploring the Relationship between
Environment and Technology in India

The relationship between technology and the environment
has been a topic of much debate over the years. While
technological advancements have certainly had a positive
impact on the environment in some ways, they have also
caused significant harm in others. In recent years, there
has been a growing awareness of the need to balance
technological progress with environmental protection. In
this essay, we will explore the positive and negative impacts
of technology on the environment in India, and suggest

some solutions to mitigate the negative effects.

One of the most positive influences of technology on
the environment has been the spread of education and
awareness through social media. Social media platforms
have enabled the current generation to learn more
about environmental issues and become more involved
in the protection of the environment. Many people have
used social media platforms to spread awareness about
environmental problems and to promote sustainable
practices such as recycling, reducing carbon footprints and

adopting a more eco-friendly lifestyle. As a result, social




media has played an important role in raising environmental

awareness among the public.

Another factor that has contributed to the positive
relationship between technology and the environment is
the technological advancement in engineering colleges like
[ITs. These colleges have been at the forefront of developing
technologies that can help protect the environment. For
instance, many students at IITs are working on developing
technologies that can convert waste to energy, making it
possible to generate clean energy while reducing waste.
Additionally, many students are developing technologies
that can help farmers reduce the use of pesticides, making

farming more sustainable.

In the context of Delhi University, there have been several
initiatives to promote the use of technology to protect
the environment. The University has set up a Centre for
Environmental Management of Degraded Ecosystems
(CEMDE), which conducts research on environmental
problems and develops solutions to mitigate them. CEMDE
also conducts awareness programmes and training
sessions to promote sustainable practices among the
students and staff of the University. Additionally, many
students and faculty members of Delhi University are
involved in environmental initiatives such as tree plantation
drives, waste management programmes and sustainability

campaigns.

However, there are also several negative impacts of
technology on the environment. One of the most significant
negative impacts is the generation of electronic waste.
India is one of the largest producers of electronic waste
in the world, with millions of tonnes of electronic waste
generated every year. Electronic waste contains harmful
substances such as lead, mercury and cadmium, which
can pollute the environment and harm human health.
Additionally, the production of electronic devices requires
the use of non-renewable resources, which can further
harm the environment.

Another negative impact of technology on the environment

is the generation of greenhouse gases. The use of fossil
fuels to generate energy and power transportation leads to
the emission of greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide,
methane and nitrous oxide. These gases contribute to
global warming and climate change, leading to a range of
environmental problems such as rising sea levels, droughts
and floods.

To mitigate these negative impacts, there are several
solutions that can be implemented. One solution is to
promote the use of renewable energy sources such as solar,
wind and hydro power. This can reduce the dependence
on fossil fuels and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
Additionally, promoting the use of energy-efficient devices
and appliances can reduce the energy consumption and
reduce the environmental impact of electronic devices.
Another solution is to encourage the recycling and proper
disposal of electronic waste, which can prevent the release
of harmful substances into the environment.

In conclusion, the relationship between technology and the
environment is complex, with both positive and negative
impacts. While technology has played a significant role
in promoting environmental awareness and developing
technologies to protect the environment, it has also
contributed to the generation of electronic waste and
greenhouse gas emissions. To mitigate the negative impacts
of technology on the environment, it is important to
promote the use of renewable energy sources, encourage
the recycling and proper disposal of electronic waste, and

promote energy-efficient practices
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Nature vs. Metropolitanism:
Finding a Balance

The debate between nature and metropolitanism has been
a longstanding one, with proponents on both sides arguing
for their respective views. On one hand, there are those who
argue that cities and urban areas are essential for human

progress and development, while on the other hand, there




are those who argue that nature and its preservation are
critical for our well-being and survival. In India, this debate
takes on added significance, given the country's rich history
of ecological conservation and its rapidly expanding urban
landscape.

One of the key factors in the debate between nature and
metropolitanism is the impact that urbanization has on
the environment. With the rapid growth of cities in India,
there has been a significant increase in pollution levels,
leading to several health issues. For instance, cities like
Delhi and Mumbai have been grappling with high levels of
air pollution for several years now, leading to respiratory
problems and other health issues. Additionally, the rapid
expansion of cities has also led to a loss of green cover,
with many trees being cut down to make way for buildings
and infrastructure.

However, the argument in favour of metropolitanism is that
cities are essential for human progress and development.
Cities are centres of innovation, culture, and creativity,
and they offer a range of opportunities for employment,
education, and entertainment. For instance, cities like
Bangalore and Hyderabad have emerged as major hubs
for the tech industry, providing employment opportunities
for millions of people. Additionally, cities also offer a range
of cultural and entertainment options, from theatres and

museums to restaurants and shopping centres.

Another factor to consider in the debate between nature
and metropolitanism is the impact of urbanization on the
wildlife and natural habitats of the country. India is home
to a rich variety of flora and fauna, and many of these
species are under threat due to habitat destruction and
fragmentation. As cities continue to expand, they encroach
on natural habitats, leading to a loss of biodiversity. For
instance, the Asiatic lion, which was once found across a
large part of the country, is now confined to a small part of
Gujarat due to habitat destruction.

However, proponents of metropolitanism argue that cities

can also be designed to coexist with nature, with green

spaces and parks integrated into urban planning. For
instance, cities like Bangalore and Pune have made efforts
to preserve their green cover, with large parks and green
spaces being developed within the city limits. Additionally,
several cities have also taken steps to reduce pollution
levels, with measures like the implementation of the odd-

even rule in Delhi to control vehicular pollution.

debate between nature and

metropolitanism is a complex one, with no easy answers.

In  conclusion, the

While it is clear that cities are essential for human progress
and development, it is also important to consider the
impact of urbanization on the environment and the need
to preserve natural habitats and biodiversity. In India, with
its rich history of ecological conservation and its rapidly
expanding urban landscape, this debate takes on added
significance. However, it is possible to find a balance
between the two, with cities being designed to coexist with
nature and efforts being made to reduce the impact of
urbanization on the environment. Ultimately, it is essential
to ensure that we leave behind a sustainable and liveable

planet for future generations.
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The Beauty and Significance of the
Natural World in Our Community

As a college-going student, who comes from a different
state to study at the University of Delhi, the first thing |
noticed upon arriving in this city was the stark contrast
between the concrete jungle and the greenery of my
hometown. However, | soon realized that even amidst the
hustle and bustle of the city, Delhi has a lot to offer in
terms of its flora and fauna. Over time, | have grown to
appreciate the natural beauty that surrounds me and have
come to appreciate the diverse wildlife that thrives in this

bustling metropolis.

One of the first things | noticed about Delhi was the
abundance of trees that line the streets and avenues. In
my hometown, there were only a few parks and trees




were not as widespread. In contrast, Delhi is a city full of
green spaces, and the university campus is no exception.
The University of Delhi's campus is spread across a vast
area, and it's home to several species of trees, including
the Gulmohar, Neem, and Banyan. Walking through the
campus, | often feel as if I'm taking a stroll through a mini-
forest.

One of the most iconic buildings in the University of Delhi
is the Vice-Chancellor's residence. This majestic building
stands tall amidst lush greenery and is home to several
species of birds, including the Indian peafowl, the Indian
robin, and the yellow-footed green pigeon. The residence
has several lawns and gardens that are a favourite spot for

students to relax and unwind.

The VC Lawns are also home to several species of insects
and butterflies, including the monarch butterfly, the
common rose butterfly, and the swallowtail butterfly.
Watching these colourful creatures flutter around the
flowers is a delightful sight and has helped me appreciate
the small wonders of nature.

The University of Delhi's campus also boasts several ponds
and water bodies that are home to several species of
aquatic life. Walking around the campus, I've often seen
turtles basking in the sun, ducks and geese swimming in
the ponds, and even a few snakes slithering around the
edges of the water bodies. It's amazing to see how these
creatures have adapted to living in the heart of a bustling
city.

Apart from the University of Delhi, several parks and
gardens in the city offer a respite from the city's chaos. The
Lodhi Gardens, for instance, is a massive park that is home
to several species of birds, including the spotted owlet, the
brown-headed barbet, and the white-throated kingfisher.
The park also has several trees and flowering plants,

making it an ideal spot for nature lovers and birdwatchers.

In conclusion, living in Delhi has helped me appreciate
the beauty of nature, even amidst a concrete jungle. The

University of Delhi's campus, with its abundance of trees,

ponds, and green spaces, has helped me reconnect with
nature and has been a welcome respite from the hustle
and bustle of city life. Whether it's watching a butterfly
flutter around a flower, listening to the chirping of birds,
or simply taking a walk through the campus, I've come to
appreciate the small wonders of nature that surround me.
Delhi may be a busy city, but it's also a city full of surprises,
and discovering its flora and fauna has been one of the

most delightful surprises of my college experience.
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A Call for Collaborative Action

Global warming is one of the most significant threats that
our planet is currently facing. It is a phenomenon that refers
to the increase in the Earth's average surface temperature,
primarily caused by the increase in greenhouse gases
such as carbon dioxide, methane, and nitrous oxide in the

atmosphere.

Global warming is a global threat because it affects the
entire planet and has the potential to cause irreversible
damage to the environment, economy, and society. It can
cause rising sea levels, more frequent and severe natural
disasters, water shortages, food scarcity, and extinction of

various species.

Governments around the world, including India, have
recognized the seriousness of this issue and have taken
various measures to reduce carbon emissions and mitigate
the effects of global warming. India has pledged to reduce
its carbon emissions by 33-35% by 2030, and has initiated
various policies and programs to achieve this target. The
Indian government has also launched the National Action
Plan on Climate Change, which focuses on eight different
missions, including solar energy, energy efficiency, and
sustainable habitat.

International governments have also come together to
combat global warming, as seen in the Paris Agreement,
where countries pledged to limit global warming to well
below 2°C and aim to limit the increase to 1.5°C above pre-




industrial levels. There have also been various conferences
and treaties, such as the Kyoto Protocol, aimed at reducing

carbon emissions and promoting sustainable development.

However, as a college student, | am frustrated that despite
all these efforts, we still have a long way to go. We are
living in an era where creativity and innovation are at their
peak, and students have so much to contribute to cope up
with global warming. Yet, we lack the right instruments
to implement our ideas, and the policies we come up with
during academic debates are restrained in debates only and

not presented to the governments.

It feels like we are stuck in a neverending loop of
discussions, without any concrete actions being taken. We
have fresh perspectives, new ideas, and are willing to take
risks. Yet, we are often not given the opportunity to put

these qualities to use.

As a student, | believe that we need to be given a platform
to express our ideas and opinions, and the tools to put them
into action. We need to be included in the conversations
and decisions that will shape our future. We need to be
encouraged to think outside the box and take risks. We
need to be supported in our efforts to make a difference.

There are so many ways in which we, as students, can
contribute to the fight against global warming. We can
develop new technologies and alternative sources of
energy. We can promote sustainable practices in our daily
lives and work towards reducing our carbon footprint. We
can also advocate for change and hold governments and
industries accountable for their actions.

In conclusion, global warming is a pressing issue that
requires immediate attention and action from all sectors of
society. As students, we have a vital role to play in this fight,
and we need to be given the right tools and platforms to
contribute our creativity and innovation to this cause. Let
us work together to create a better future for our planet

and for generations to come.

Exploring the Intersection of
Environment and Technology,
Urbanization and Nature,
Climate Change, and Biodiversity
Conservation

The relationship between environment and technology
has always been a complex and dynamic one. In recent
years, the world has become more aware of the impact
of technology on the environment, and the need to find
sustainable solutions. Along with this, the debate between
nature and urbanization has also been a hot topic, with
the rise of metropolitan cities and the depletion of natural
resources. Moreover, global warming has been a pressing
issue for decades, and its effects have been felt all over the
world. Lastly, the preservation of flora and fauna is of utmost
importance for the survival of the planet. In this essay, we

will explore these themes and their interconnection.

Global warming is one of the most critical environmental
issuesfacing the world today. Itis caused by the accumulation
of greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide and methane
in the atmosphere, leading to an increase in temperature,
rising sea levels, and unpredictable weather patterns.
The Indian government, along with other international
governments, has recognized the seriousness of the issue
and taken various measures to mitigate its effects. India
has pledged to reduce its carbon emissions intensity by 33-
35% by 2030 and to achieve 40% of its power capacity
from non-fossil fuel sources by 2030. Various conferences
and treaties such as the Paris Agreement have also been

signed to tackle the issue at a global level.

However, even with these measures, the issue of global
warming persists, and it is evident that more needs to be
done. As a college student, it is frustrating to see that the
creative minds of students are not being utilized to their
full potential to tackle this issue. Academic debates and
discussions often result in innovative ideas and policies, but
they seldom reach the government level forimplementation.




It is imperative to bridge this gap and provide students with
the right resources and instruments to implement their
ideas effectively.

The intersection of technology and the environment has
been a topic of discussion for many years. Technology has
the potential to be a powerful tool for the preservation
of the environment. With the rise of engineering colleges
such as lITs, students are encouraged to develop innovative
technologies to help the environment. These technologies
range from the development of renewable energy sources
to the creation of sustainable building materials. However,
it is essential to recognize that technology can also have a
negative impact on the environment. The production and
disposal of electronic waste, for example, are significant

contributors to environmental degradation.

The debate between nature and metropolitanism has been
ongoing for decades. The rise of metropolitan cities has
led to the depletion of natural resources and the loss of
biodiversity. However, it is possible to strike a balance
between urbanization and environmental preservation.
Urban planning can play a significant role in this regard.
Designing cities with green

spaces, implementing

sustainable transportation systems, and using green
building materials are some ways to mitigate the impact of

urbanization on the environment.

Lastly, the preservation of flora and fauna is crucial for the
survival of the planet. The loss of biodiversity can lead to
ecological imbalances, affecting not only the environment
but also human health. Efforts to preserve and protect
flora and fauna are being made at a global level through
initiatives such as the Convention on Biological Diversity.
In India, the Wildlife Protection Act of 1972 has been
instrumental in preserving endangered species and their
habitats.

technology, nature vs metropolitanism, global warming,

In conclusion, the themes of environment and

and flora and fauna are interconnected and play a crucial
role in shaping our world today. As the world becomes
more technologically advanced, it is important to recognize

the impact this has on the environment and how we can

utilize technology to minimize negative effects on our
planet. The conflict between nature and urbanization can
also be resolved through careful planning and sustainable
development that allows for the coexistence of both. The
threat of global warming must be addressed through
collective efforts from both governments and individuals,
including the adoption of renewable energy sources,
reduction in carbon emissions, and conservation of natural
resources. Finally, preserving and protecting flora and fauna
is essential to maintaining the balance of our ecosystems
and ensuring a healthy and sustainable environment for
future generations. It is crucial for individuals, educational
institutions, governments, and industries to collaborate and
take action to mitigate the negative impact of technology
on our environment and protect our planet.
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Advancing Technology with
Sustainable Solutions: A Call for
Innovation, Regulation, and Personal
Responsibility

Dear readers,

As we navigate our way through the 21st century, we
are faced with an ever-growing challenge of maintaining
a healthy and sustainable environment. With technology
advancing at an unprecedented rate, it is our responsibility
to ensure that our advancements do not come at the cost
of our planet's health.

While technology has undoubtedly brought us numerous
benefits, it has also had its share of negative impacts on the
environment. The production of electronic devices and the
mining of rare earth metals needed for their manufacture
have resulted in significant amounts of pollution and
environmental degradation. The energy consumption
required to power these devices also contributes to
greenhouse gas emissions, which in turn contributes to

climate change.




But the solution to these problems is not to abandon
technology altogether. Instead, we must find ways to make
our technology more sustainable and environmentally
friendly. This can be achieved through a combination of
innovation, regulation, and personal responsibility.

We must encourage innovation in green technology, such
as renewable energy sources and biodegradable materials.
Governments and businesses must work together to
create regulations that promote environmentally froendly
practices and discourage harmful ones. And as individuals,
we must take responsibility for our own actions and make

conscious choices that reduce our environmental footprint.

The intersection of environment and technology is a complex
and multifaceted issue, but it is not an insurmountable
one. With collaboration and a shared commitment to
sustainability, we can create a better future for ourselves
and the planet we call home.

Sincerely,

Shashvat Mishra
B.Sc. (Hons.) Mathematics, 1% Year
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Metropolitan Dilemma: Can We Build
Sustainable Cities?"

The debate between nature and metropolitanism has been
ongoing for centuries. It's a debate that has divided people,
pitting those who prefer the tranquility of nature against
those who thrive in the hustle and bustle of the city. But
why do we feel the need to choose between the two? Is
it really necessary to give up one in order to embrace the
other?

Nature is undeniably beautiful. Its vastness and diversity
inspire awe and wonder. From the towering mountains to
the rolling hills, from the vast oceans to the serene lakes,
nature offers an escape from the stresses of everyday life.

It's a place where one can disconnect from technology

and immerse oneself in the simplicity and tranquility of the
natural world.

On the other hand, the metropolitan lifestyle is vibrant,
exciting, and constantly evolving. Cities are centers of
commerce, innovation, and culture. They offer opportunities
for growth and development, as well as access to a wide
range of amenities and services. Cities are also melting pots
of different cultures and ideas, allowing for a rich diversity
of perspectives and experiences.

But why must we choose between these two lifestyles? Can
we not find a way to incorporate both into our lives? It's
true that cities can be overwhelming and chaotic, but there
are many parks, gardens, and other green spaces that offer
a respite from the hustle and bustle. Likewise, nature does
not have to be completely isolated from civilization. There
are many towns and villages nestled in natural surroundings
that offer the best of both worlds.

Perhaps it's time to shift our thinking from a dichotomy
of nature versus metropolitanism to a more holistic
perspective that embraces the interplay between the two.
After all, nature and cities are not mutually exclusive. We
can find ways to create sustainable urban environments
that incorporate green spaces and promote biodiversity.
We can also take steps to protect and preserve natural
habitats, even as we continue to build and develop our
cities.

In conclusion, nature and metropolitanism should not be
seen as opposing forces, but rather as complementary
elements that can enhance our lives in different ways.
By finding ways to integrate nature into our urban
environments and promoting sustainable development,
we can create a more harmonious relationship between
humans and the natural world. It's time to embrace both
the tranquility of nature and the vibrancy of the city, and
find a way to strike a balance between the two.

Shashvat Mishra
B.Sc. (Hons.) Mathematics, 1% Year




Creative Content

Washed Away?

While | sit in my balcony

Gazing at these people -

Living another solid sunset

As | lose my glamour behind.

These little souls full of life

Burning with zeal infinite-

Willingness to heal

And hurt at the same time;

The old ladies in their balconies

Mulling over the sky-

Cursing their present or reminiscing past...
Or maybe they are happy with who they are;
| see these cars, bikes and rickshaws

And random passer-bys.

| keep looking,

Looking and looking

Until the sun finally says goodbye.

The home's been blank,
Like sheets of papers, these past few days.
So again | choose to sit in the balcony

To learn what the world does to survive.

Watching these people day by day
Watching these lunars go by,

As my body stops growing

But not growing old...

My home - still blank,

So I can't help but ask myself

Who would sit at my grave ?

Could | ask these birds

To keep me company,

And sing when | feel down?

Will these children spare some time
To share their jokes with me?

Will these women leave their homes
And share their stories

When | want to sleep but am lying awake?

A sudden relief hit me as | realised
| won't have a grave.

| would simply be washed away into infinity And beyond
the reach of humans

Just like my thoughts
As | watch this sun set.

Aditi
B.Com (Hons.) 3rd Year




Before giving it a read would like to manifest some things
for soothing your journey of reading my drama piece.
There are 3 characters, viz., “Me" (the personality which
|/we show to the world), “Real Me"” (what I'm/ we're in
actual) and “Flock” (our friends, family or anyone.. like its
flock broooo..). So, here Me takes up the Flock to the tour
of Me’s heart/ Real Me

(Please confuse nahii hona... ) Also also... wherever
something is written in Hindi that basically means my
comment while reading this.

BLAME GAME
Me: Knock! knock!

Real Me: (Putting off the dust and oiling the rust, to
actuate my heart’s door

FHifehs a1 el a1g Pis 9 fod &1 77l T oman )

Real Me (sneaking and accosting): \Who?... And actually
why?... What drove you here?...

Me: Why this chatty so bizarre today?

Real Me: Aargh... Do you know what? This callous world
has made your existence grandiose... Just look at the
difference between us... We are like rivals inflicting and
toppling each other... You have quelled me... | don’t want
to start this blame game again! And I...

(An intriguing flock coming towards Real Me’s heart’s
threshold; Me paving way to the flock; Real Me
beckoning Me towards her)

Real Me (surprisingly): Is my heart a magic show or a
tourist spot? Why are they all showing up? What tempted
them? I'm already in a fix... I'm tired... tired of this
despicable world...

Me: They're just my close friends on their way to explore
Real Me... This is how we live up to the commitments we
make in our friendship na...!

Real Me (sighing angrily): One more step closer to
dramal

Me (intensifying further moves towards showing the
Real Me to the flock): At first, will say not to be quick with
your judgements because of Real Me’s conduct. Let me
make the way to the Real Me's remote fragile side which
is beyond everyone’s reach. Her this sanctity compels her
to act harsh so that she can be safe from the clutches of
worldly conspiracies.

See... She is trying to escape... That side of Real Me...
She is just too fragile, you all will be dumbfounded to
know that she had cried while reading an article wherein
an unknown tried to save a child during Ukraine-Russia war
()... Like... You all must be well-versed of peeps whose tears
roll down their cheeks while watching heart-wrenching
clips or delivering pathetic and tear-jerking speech. But this
was something very speechless and blatant.

(Real Me made gestures to bar Me from further
debunking)

Me: Under the garb of arrogance, she is hidin...
(Alarm rang; it’s 5:00 am now)

Real Me: Touch wood. (Looking upwards) you saved
me! (Looking forward towards the flock) No, it's not
me it's just my vulnerable side, and now as the moonlight
had faded away, | won't succumb to anyone. I'll muster
my courage to deal with all this chaos. And Me... You are
just too insane, you brought them in the mid-night.(as at
the eleventh hour of the day, people are real, vulnerable
and true).

Well...it's time to vacate my place... Goodbye! Hoping
not to see you again...!

(Me and the flock made their way to Real Me’s heart’s
threshold; Real Me slammed her heart’s door)

Flock: Real rude!

Real Me (thinking aloud): The reasons are not so far to
seek!

Hope you guys enjoyed my piece of writing

Madhu Sharma
B.A. Programme, 3rd Year
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