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Aniket Kumar Jha Veer Vikram Singh

The most infectious and virulent thing in this world is an idea which gains its
shape out of shrewd intellect. It is the primordial pool which breathes life into
creativity. But creativity demands a medium for its expression.

Shivraj, the annual publication of Shivaji College encapsulates creativity at its
best. It also showcases diverse voices which reflect the academic and cultural
spaces that Shivaji College has nurtured for its students. It continues to unfurl like
asweet fragrance that celebrates art and imagination.

Being the editors, we truly enjoyed going through creative expressions and
getting a privileged insight into the minds of our imaginative writers.

It is a refreshing report of all the activities and initiatives that are undertaken by
various societies, departments, and committees of the college.

A scalding brew radiates heat which is followed by its aroma. Shivraj is the aroma
of all the heat which this great institution has within its boundaries.

Aniket Kumar Jha
B.A.(Hons.) English, 1st year

Veer Vikram Singh
B.A. (Prog.), 3rd year



s EDUCATION -

‘Real education has to draw out the best from the boys and

girls to beeducated.’
- Mahatma Gandhi

Education is the process that facilitates learning and
the acquisition of knowledge, skills, values, beliefs,
and habits. Educational methods include
storytelling, discussion, teaching, training, and
directed research. Education may be pursued
formally or informally. Any experiment that has a
formative effect on the way one thinks, feels or acts
may be considered as a means of education. Formal
education occurs in a structured environment and its
sole purpose is to teach students. Usually, formal
education takes place in a school environment with a
classroom of multiple students learning together
with a trained certified teacher. Formal education is
commonly divided into primary and secondary
schools, colleges, and universities. Informal
education was developed in part as a reaction to the
perceived limitations and failures of the traditional
education system. It consists of a broad range of
educational approaches including alternative
schools, self-learning, and home schooling.
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Education is the only tool which can change our
mind and personality. It helps us attain positive
attitude. We must give more importance to
education as it is the only source of real happiness in
our life. Each and every individual has her own
dreams of doing something different in life which
canbe achieved through a good education system.

The Indian education system is very rigid which
completely ignores emotions, thoughts, and
ambitions. Education in most schools is only one
dimensional with a single-handed focus on scoring
well in examinations. Lack of availability of trained
teachers at all levels is another drawback. With a
literacy rate of 77%, India lags behind other BRICS
nations which have literacy rates above 90%. All
these countries have a better teacher to student ratio
as well. Data from the Ministry of Human Resource
and Development show that only half of all students
who enter primary schools make up to the upper
primary schools, out of which only half of them go to
high schools. Several studies have shown that the
economic development of a country depends
directly on education and the well-being of the
people. Low literacy rates in our country are also due
to the privatization of educational institutions.

Education without values is a complete waste.
Education alone cannot create great personalities.
However, if education is imparted alonside values
then results could be miraculous. Many educated
youths in our country get diverted from their path.
This is mainly due to the lack of moral values. Values
reflect the character of individuals and their thought
processes. So, it's the need of the hour to build an
education system which lays importance on ethics
and values.
-Tinku Jangral,
B.A.(Prog.), 1st year
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The Song of Life Lihaaz

She stood there,
Behind the curtain, covering herself.
She held the piece of velvet tight, crushing it like
the dried leaf of autumn.

Come with the fist of fury
Depart with empty hands like a fakir.
O life! What would I implore to you.
O life! What would you give to me.
She stood there, her eyes full,

The song of a crestfallen cuckoo, Drowning in the ocean of grimness,
The lament of a fallen flower, Watching them wreck the doll she brought with her
(wrecked like the last fragment of

Potrays a thousand stories, childhood left in her being).

Asks a thousand questions,

And thousand riddles. She stood there,
What are the answers? No longer identifying her own body.
O life! O soul! Everyday she meets new conquerors

trying to reign over her body,
Like a battlefield of lust.
Trying to make it more of theirs than
it will ever be hers.

-Bidyachandra Lairenjam,
B. A. (Hons.) History,1st year

a2 Q n K\V g 2 a 2 Q © She stood there,
W o Z2 VD W 4 Playing with the threads of her tattered frock,
Which is now incapable of
To the Rover hiding the scars on her body.

She stood there - lost,
Yet found by the hornets of the society,
As she stood there,
watching them sell bodies, naked.

Float like a cloud in the gust of wind,
O abandoned kite
Come back home, come back home!

Are you still wandering? - Srishti Mishra,
Or B.A. (Hons.) English, 3rd year
Have you lost your way back?
O abandoned, O rover
Come back home, come back home!

O rover of the night
Are your wings being enthralled?
Or
Are they in subjugation?
O abandoned slicing through the tempest

With your edges of wings

Come back home,

O kite,
Come back home!

-Bidyachandra Lairenjam,
B. A. (Hons.) History, 1st year
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Forest Walk

Crackling noises of dry leaves and a chilling
breeze of howling wind penetrating against the
frozen wounds made me quite uncomfortable as I
tried to open my eyes and recollect the events that
had brought me to that situation. Shards of glass and
dried blood on the rustling leaves were the only
things visible to my eyes under the moonlight. My
car was nowhere to be found and the broken wrist
watch indicated that only a few hours had passed
since I supposedly fell into the hands of wretched
sleep while driving vigorously for hours without a
break.

I brushed off the dirt and leaves that had got
stuck all over my clothes and with a deep sigh, I
continued towards the road - wondering if I rolled
down into the forest during my slumber. It took me
almost forty minutes to finally reach the only road
that was paved through the dense forest. It connected
two towns - my home town and the one from where I

started my journey.

The morning was cold. My wound was minor
with no pain so I never got around to check it. I
wondered if I had just rolled off downhill during a
minor car accident and slept it off.

"10:30 a.m.', my watch indicated as I finally
reached the periphery of the forest and continued
towardsmy family cottage which stood in isolation.
Much to my relief, I witnessed the first sign of life
after five hours of my walk back home. A sudden
state of confusion and sadness circled around me
while I looked at my family and my relatives and the
only person missing was my terminally ill father.
One could see the outburst of emotions on the faces
of each family member present there and instantly

figure out what had happened.
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“I didn't make itin time”, I exclaimed as I walked

into my house. Many had come to pay their respect to
my influential father, but they were too caught up in
their own grief to notice another individual quietly
making his way inside.

By then, my broken wristwatch had finally taken
its last breath - just like my father. We had a big
digital wall clock in our living room where the body
was covered with white sheets and my mother was
crying over it.

I took a step towards the clock to check the time.
A strong gush of wind rushed through the windows,
making me turn and see my father sitting on a
wheelchair amidst the crowd, shedding tears.

I turned back and looked down at the corpse
which was now uncovered by the wind, revealing
my face. Ilay on the floor and my mother was crying

overme.

- Amanjit Sethi,
B.A. (Hons.) English, 2nd Year
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Selfless - A Prose Poem

With wrinkled hands and trembling fingers, this old
lady sitting beside me weaves a cardigan with love
for warmth.

If only these threads could weave something to cover
our misery and palliate the rage we all have been
guarding, maybe some of us could learn tolove.

This old lady, she knows not of these woes. She
knows not how to not give. She is the epitome of
forgiveness. Her eyes carry a tint of redness in them,
perhaps she has been fighting too hard with her sleep
to weave this.

Her eyes, they are deep.

The immeasurable depth of her love is something
that slides down her lashes upon trying too hard to
gettheneedle.

This old lady, she is the embodiment of selflessness.
She knows not how to unlove. All her life she has
been giving. Giving her love, her time, her warmth,
her gratitude, herself - to people she loves. She makes
me ruminate on the thought of selflessly giving
myself to something or someone and not expecting
anything in return. She makes me wonder if I - if we,
would ever be able to love without expecting
anythinginreturn.

With wrinkled hands and trembling fingers, this old
lady beside me is weaving love.

-Srishti Mishra,
B.A. (Hons.) English, 3rd year

SHIVRAJ

I am an outcast kite
thrown out of the folk, flew over the vast ocean alone.
But I don't have any regrets,
As I could see the world down below from above.
I am a lone wolf who hunts
for the consummate prey in the forest of life.
I am a sailor sailing down the river
through the blowing breezes.
And, I am a lover
who drinks the nectar from the flower of love,

And is a navigating light to all.

-Bidyachandra Lairenjam,
B. A. (Hons.) History, 1st year
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New in the City

Being away from home is not always easy as one has
to cope up with a whole new routine, new culture,
and new environment. Earlier, I used to think that
living in Delhi is very easy and comfortable. But,
unfortunately, things turned out to be quite different.
To live in this city is not easy. Here, people are often
busy with their own lives. Nobody has the time to
interact or bond with each other. In the beginning, I
found it extremely difficult to adapt myself to this
new environment and culture. But with the passage
of time, I too became a part of this rat race. “Lifeis like
arat race. The one who wins the race will live a great
life and the one who fails will get nothing”. I heard a
great speaker say these lines. So, we shouldn't follow
this path to alienating success blindly and should
follow our heart instead. Ibelieve that when one
follows one's heart, one surely reaches the
destination. Itis never too late to start.

-Tenzin Jorden,
B. Com.(Prog.), 1st year
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Science and Religion:
The Material-Abstract Convergence

SHIVRAJ
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Essential for a Utopian Universe

“Science and religion, religion and science, put it as
you may, they are the two sides of the same glass,
through which we see darkly until these two focus
together, reveal the truth.”

The above words by American novelist Pearl S. Buck
truly underline the propinquity between science and
religion, i.e. the material and abstract notions
essential for achieving the dual goals of
advancement and enlightenment.

Technology has time and again sensationalized the
human race with its noble applications in sundry
spheres. The unprecedented pace of conveyance, the
radicalisation in the medical field, and the
redefinition of interaction with social media, all can
be regarded as an offspring of science. While most of
these state-of-the-art mechanisms have been put to
judicious use, certain people have resorted to
unethical acts such as hijacking the aeroplanes,
carrying out unscrupulous organ trade, and using
the social media for stalking. This is where religion is
required to take the role of a mentor and steer an
individual's actions to morally sound deeds.
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Science can be defined as the drawing of inference
through practical experimentation and observation.
Religion is a set of doctrines with devotion to a
supernatural power. Religion not only serves as a
medium to standardize the customs and behavioural
traits of a community but also affects its mental
faculties as well.

Science and religion are traditionally viewed as
contrasting concepts. Science is objective, while
religion is subjective; science relies on experiment,
while religion relies on experience; science focuses
on the magnitude, while religion focuses on
magnanimity. Though the approaches are different,
the goal is the same- to trim human life with comfort
and contentment. The presence of one in the absence
of the other leads to chaos in societies.

In the embryonic phase of human civilization,
religion subsumed the ability to reason and logic.
This resulted in blind faith and as a result a number
of superstitious activities gained prevalence. The
misconceptions regarding the shape of the earth and
revolution pattern of other heavenly bodies are
testaments to this statement.

As we progressed, the practices of cognition and
inference gained ground. Science transitioned the
world beyond imagination, with most of the ailments
being conquered. But, this came at the cost of
spiritual and moral degradation. The Industrial
Revolution led to the formation of a materialistic
society, with men being treated like cogs. The desire
to dominate led to two catastrophic World Wars,
where science, in the form of weapons, wreaked
havoc on mankind.
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The debate between the upholders of the two nations
can be attributed to the acts of some inconsiderate
and callous individuals who presented one stream as
superior to another, thereby creating a mental block.
In fact, most of the fundamental religious practices
have scientific significance. The chanting of 'Om' is
found to improve pulmonary functions and
cognitive abilities. The Islamic practice of
circumcision prevents penile cancer and urinary
tract infections. Religions such as Buddhism do not
stress much on supernatural existence, but on values
like tolerance and non-violence.

Science has helped us develop amenities and
apparatus, while religion has helped us sustain the
progress. In an era of cut-throat competition, religion
serves as a channel to vent out stress.

Unfortunately, today more focus is laid on rebellion
than revolution, and the challenge to religion is a
consequence of this behavioural pattern.
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In the words of Martin Luther, 'Science gives man
knowledge that is power, and religion gives man
wisdom that is the control.', there exists a
metaphorical bridge between the two, the absence of
which leads to disasters, as seen in the case of
dynamite. Invented by Alfred Nobel for rock
blasting, disregard for human life led to its usage in
warfare.

Religion and science are not inimical, but interlinked.
They are outwardly opposite approaches, the
meeting point of which is the human mind. Thus, it is
in the best interest of mankind that the two
complement each other so that we are able to achieve
evolution as well as enlightenment.

-Eshaan Joshi,
B. Com. (Hons.), 2ndyear
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Paranoia

Towards the end of his days, he was given the gift of paranoia.
He shifted his recliner near the window and sat there all day long.
His food was served on a white plate and he always ate after five minutes, for some unnamed reason.
At night, he double locked every entrance to the house.
Once a week he went out, just till the garden and wore black overalls.
One day I noticed that he was carrying a gun.
I asked him several times who he was hiding from.

In a panicky voice, he always answered the same, “He...he is a shadow.”

“Whose shadow?”, I'd asked. “Mine, he...he tries to hurt me. He...he carries a sharp knife with him too and
his eyes always bleed with a big grin on his face. And honey, he also has a bullet wound in his head.”
Then he held me tight with his arms and looked straight into my eyes with a strange madness and said,
“He will kill you too. I have seen it.”
This went on for three months and one day, I saw him running back to me, horror in his eyes.
His eyes were blood red.
I'ran back to my room and suddenly realised that I didn’t lock the door.
I ran to lock it and saw him standing at the door.
He closed the door slowly and I could hear it creak
He aimed the gun at me, gave a big smile and shot straight at my head.
My body felt numb and I fell with a loud thud.
From the corner of my eye, I saw him looking at me dumbfounded.
He walked to the mirror, aimed the gun at his head, smiled again and whispered,
“Iwon’t let you kill me.”
And he fired.

- Muskan Kapoor,
B.Com(Prog.), 3rd year
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The Storm has Passed

The storm has passed and the rain has stopped,
The thunder is tranquil and the angry wind calm.
Dawn has risen and the cold mist gone,
The sun beaming bright and the snow melted,
The sky is cloudless and the bare trees green.
The flowers have bloomed and the dew drops glare.
I looked up as I walked down the mountain.
Oh, how beautiful is the pure blue sky!
My journey up ahead I see
A place where the blue sea meets heaven.

But before that lies an uncharted forest -
untouched.

Fate knows what lies ahead,
Good or bad.
But life has its own way.
Until then, I'll keep on going
For here, my journey doesn't end.
Men need not be hasty
For the setting sun is just as beautiful
'Cause now I know when another storm passes by,

To wait patiently for the clear blue sky.

-Thang Lian Mung,
BA (Prog.), 2nd year

SHIVRAJ

Practice What You Preach

Speak, you freak!
Speak out loud, you freak!
Speak as loud as thunder,
Don't you think you're a voluble freak?

You political freak,
Your blabbering mouth
Whispers the sympathy prayers.
Speak till your tongue dissolves.

Speak until your throat creeks,
Your wrath will make us weaklings shriek,
Your promises soar above reach,
Go on till madness absorbs you, freak!

You've raised an army, O holy freak!
Yell at the mass which has mounted you,
Yell at the bowels of hell,
You've got power but you're not an immortal freak.

You social freak,
Peep inside your neighbour's window,
Gossip and backstab,

Speak foul and prove yourself a scoundrel.
Lessen your amplitudes, all you freaks!
Lessen your words because we might freak,
Or proceed and speak your lungs out,
But, practice the least of what you preach.

- Aniket Kumar Jha,
B.A. (Hons.) English, 1st year
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Some Seasons

Seasons were changing, but with no bliss.
First came the end of summer.

I was exhausted like the northern plains - waiting for the torrents.
My heart resembled the Thar, sometimes hot and sometimes cold.
My brain was like succulent stems of the cactus which conserve water,
but I conserved a few dreams.

The clouds of your fondness set in.
I became the low pressure and you, the high.
First, came your decent charm like winds of the first rain.
Then, came the clouds of your affection -
dark and heavy.
Monsoon of your love was all set.
I was unaware and so were you.

One day, those towering clouds started pouring water - slowly,
outspreading the petrichor of our intimacy.
Slowly the rain intensified,

And now I'm scared of its withdrawal.

- Rohin Jakhar,
B.A.(Prog.), 3rd year
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16 Our Nurturer, Our Shield: The Tree
Y
?§ er Can you manage to take out

a couple of minutes to say 'Hello!'
to a tree in your nearby park?

The philanthropist who provides
a midas touch to your polluted atmosphere,
would you be able to manage a couple of minutes
to water it without an axe?

Oh yes! I will be able to
manage a couple of minutes to give it a hug,
for it manages not a couple of minutes, but stands its entire life.

For it becomes the Achilles' shield
in this acrimonious war of pollution,
for it provides us with oxygen.
- Mohit,
B. A. (Hons.) English, 3rd year
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Waste Management

Recently, there was a landslide in Ghazipur. It was a
shocking phenomenon since Delhi is not a
mountainous area.What could be the possible
reasons for the Ghazipur landfill collapse? One of the
major reasons is the improper disposal of waste. The
Ghazipur dump was 65 mts. tall, less than the height
of the Qutub Minar. Quite recently, before the
collapse it was reported in the news that the
dumpsite had exceeded its capacity. However, no
further action was taken againstit.

We, as the residents of Delhi, should take initiatives
to improve such conditions. People should be made
aware of the varieties of wastes and how they should
segregate them. Waste should be categorised into
biodegradable, non-biodegradable, wet, dry, etc. The
government should also take steps in making special
arrangements for ensuring proper transportation of
waste. Funds should also be allocated for the same as
lack of funding is also one of the major reasons for
such tragedies.

Reports reflect that 75% of the waste was dumped
unprocessed. The government should pay attention
to this system of waste management. Campaigners
should also make people aware of the ill-effects of
improper disposal of waste.

This Ghazipur incident was one of the examples of
the effects of improper disposal of waste out of many.
It is better to take precautions in order to reduce such
incidents from happening in future. The government
should impose penalties in the form of fines for
littering etc.

We, the residents of Delhi, have a responsibility to
provide the same level of environmental conditions
to our future generations, if not better!

-Mili Rawat,
B.A. (Hons.) English, 2nd Year
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Female Infanticide and the
Concept of Foundlings'

In the past decades, India has advanced to a
considerable extent in terms of education as well as
social, political, economic, and cultural spheres.
However, a small section of its population continues
to practice conformism and orthodoxy. This reality is
manifested in the prejudiced attitude meted out to
women in India.

India has seen great number of campaigns and
movements that seek to fight for the rights of women
and their safety. In spite of such efforts, around five
crore cases of female foeticide have been reported
since the country attained independence. It's not
necessarily true that malpractices like female
foeticide and infanticide are prevalent only among
the illiterate section of the society. It is a crime that is
committed even by 'educated' people. It is horrific to
learn that people commit these shameful acts
withouta feeling remorse or compunction.

Regressive religious beliefs are the greatest
hindrances to the campaigns which are being
organized to save the girl child. The necessity of a
male child for carrying forward the family name and
legacy has generated a fear in the society and the
outcome of this is the annihilation of the girl child
inside the womb. The society believes that it's the
male/boy/man that brings glory toitand his family.

Society has created so many social stigmas attached
to the birth of a girl child. However, the fact must not
be ignored that women have procured significant
official positions in the field of politics, arts, culture
etc. The conformist mind-set of the people living in
the society is a huge obstruction to the nation's
welfare. Until the situation of women is addressed
properly, the progress of the country itself remains
under threat.

We need women at all levels, to change the
dynamics, reshape the conversation. Their voices
must be heard. However, the underlying cause of the
crisis which is deeply rooted in Indian society, will
not be easy to remedy, neither will the process be a
quick one. But, instead of waiting for an over-night
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miracle to happen all by itself, we should focus on an
immediate and effective solution. There's one good
idea out there for addressing this urgent problem:
'baby hatches'. Although it's not a permanent
solution, it could be a temporary stopgap.

A 'baby hatch'is a safe place; maybe a crib or a room,
often attached to a health centre, where parents can
leave their infants without the fear of
prosecution.These infants are then looked after by
the government and if possible, placed in an
adoptive family. There is a special term for such
children. They are not 'orphans' because they have
living parents; they are termed as 'foundlings', as
they have been found. Since the eighteenth century,
versions of the 'babyhatch' concept have existed in
much of Central Europe, where they were sometimes
called 'foundling wheels'.

Many American states now have 'safe haven' laws,
which designate safe drop-off locations where
parents can leave unwanted babies. These are
usually hospitals, police stations, or fire stations. In
France, a woman is allowed to deliver her baby in a
hospital and it's her choice whethershe wants to keep
it or not. She is not questioned. Many countries have
set up their own systems of baby hatches: Italy,
Hungary, China, Poland, Russia, Japan, the
Philippines and South Africa, toname a few.

Women, who leave their babies in a hatch, have a
certain amount of time, usually three months in
which they can reclaim them without the fear of
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prosecution. When a child is reclaimed, the mother is
offered support from a hospital. German hatches,
which are often held up as a model for western
countries, also offer inkpads and papers. The mother
takes an imprint of the child's foot to use as an initial
conformation of its parenthood, which is followed by
medical tests, after which she can reclaim the child.

Using the model and experience of the work already
done in Tamil Nadu, India could set up a nation wise
system of baby hatches. Of course, key pre-requisites
for a baby hatch system to work successfully are that
women must know that such places exist, where
these places are and that no questions will be asked.

Critics of 'baby hatches' argue that it could create
problems. First and foremost, they say it will increase
abandonment. This may well happen. However,
that's no reason to not have such safe havens. If
parents who really want to abandon their children
are keeping them simply because there is no other
alternative, one can imagine the kind of care these
children receive. Forcing parents to keep unwanted
children canlead to abuse and infanticide.

Some also worry that it will result in more children
for the public to look after. To manage this situation,
India can increase child-care facilities and ease
adoption laws and procedures to make the process
faster and more efficient, enabling the adoption of
more children. Some government departments are
already planning to do the latter. This problem may
actually turn out to be a boon for the lengthy queues
of aspiring parents wishing to adopt. Strict critics
argue that the system of baby hatches contradicts the
U.N. Convention on The Rights of the Child: that the
child has the right to know its identity. Abandoned
children would not likely know their parents.
However, children safely abandoned in baby hatches
would at least survive. Supporters say that the
hatches save lives of babies which are at risk of
infanticide or dangerous abandonment. A nation-
wide system of baby hatches could be areal life saver.

-Veer Vikram Singh,
B.A.(Prog.), 2nd year
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Faith

I seek refuge in fantasy, prose, verse, and poetry.
Metaphors and paradoxes
when weaved beautifully into words,
make me think of the power that words hold.
I seek refuge in words.

As a child I used to hear my mother chanting
rayers and I remember fumbling with words trying
to speak the language of religion.

She found refuge in the power of her prayers
and I found refuge in her belief.

I found refuge in faith.

As 1 grew I learnt how it has to be kept delicately in
our fragile heart cases.

With people bowing their heads before faith,
circling temples burdened with grief,

I learnt how faith was abating their misery.

I seek refuge in their resilience and the power their
conviction carries.

I seek refuge in their silent glances and how it
echoes the sound of their infinite desires.

I seek refuge in their stability.

I seek refuge in the grief behind prayers.

I seek refuge in homes once shattered
By this inhumane civilization which gambled with
their beliefs.

I seek refuge in homes built with recitation of
prayers.

I seek refuge in the silence of meditation.

I seek refuge in this universe and
the pain
the grief
the anguish
the hope
the faith
the love it pertains.

I seek refuge in every soul and the divinity it
carries.

-Srishti Mishra,
B.A. (Hons.) English, 3rd year
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Social Service and the Youth

Have you ever found yourself alone? A majority of
people would answer in the affirmative. Despite of
thousands of people around, out of a few which we
call friends, the millennial stands alone. It wouldn't
be wrong to say that itis this state of loneliness which
produces negative thoughts in the youth. Do you
dream of a place free from loneliness? Such a place
can be constructed through community service.
When you are indulged in any service to the society,
you actually serve yourself. If I am to tell about my
very own personal experience, the service has not
only stimulated me towards positivity but it has also
transformed me into a better human being. It has laid
a great impact over my mind set. But what could be
the reason behind this? What is that one great asset
which brings these transformations in a human
being? Once you associate yourself with social
service, you will discover that a sense of your self-
esteem gets attached to the smiles of people whom
you help. It might be possible that you have not done
anything bigger to grab the attention of the whole
nation, but this selfless act gives you a boost. In
today's competitive world, we need to scrounge for a
stable job and fixed income and we automatically
come to assume that social services cannot not fulfill
our basic needs. But this is the point where we often
make a mistake. Social service is now a tested and
proven career option.

- Sankalp Garg,
B.Sc.(APS), 3rd year
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Atheist in the House of Lord

A monstrous night engulfed the sky,
Wind in its wildest kind set high,
Thunder was very fond of plundering,
The four horsemen were riding in plain sight.

From inside the ghoulish aura he showed,
Broken was his fortitude, with slither he strode,
Bothered by none he haunted the road,
Talking to himself he cleared his throat.

Tattered and torn were all his belongings,
Firm in his thought of never seeing the morning,
His sunshine was lost and could never be found,

Blinded in agony, he looked like a hound.

To find his long lost love was his longing,
His utter faith didn't even gift him a warning,
From that cruel night the name 'atheist' he bore,
Loss of beloved was the one thing that tore.

Intense enough his rage prevailed,
He loved against the will of God and failed,
All this at cost of his conscience derailed,
Pitied on him, this night wept and wailed.

Trembling in rumble he entered a chapel,
The path to which was made coarse with gravel,
Paranoia made him the king of this castle.

(A cross on his castle mocked him with a crackle).

Words which he spoke were at brink of blasphemy,
He cursed the basilica and every spent penny-
Spent in services and masses were his days many,
Now a nihilist for life if he had days left any.

Up ahead stood the Lord and an altar,
The atheist, like a child, placed steps with falter,
A chandelier hung up like a swinging guide,
In the house of Lord the atheist arrived,
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The warmth inside reduced anxiety to ashes,
Soothing sensation at his iced eye lashes,
Memories fortified in heart burst in flashes,
Walls of the chapel would host divine clashes.

With tears in his eyes he settled on knees,
Bones relaxed in an otherworldly ease,
But tides grew higher of his raging seas,
Revenge was his captor, he asked no release.

He yelled, ‘Don't grant me mercy,
I know you hate me,

Crucified for no sins, for you took her from me,’

"You had me stripped of all but pride,
Defy me and aid yourself through this night,
Out in the storm the four horsemen ride,
Unveil your crown and exterminate this fight'.

The atheist felt a gripping repulsion,
His stomach churned like witch's concoction,
Eyes stuck on Christ's halo with adhesion,
It glittered brightly stealing his attention.

Bemused, the nihilist cleared his eyes,
His consciousness blinked like fireflies,
He doubted the sight and murmured
'"my vision lies.'

A divine voice spoke 'son, open your eyes,'

The Lord stood as his shepherd and his only sun,
The retreat of apocalyptic horsemen had begun.

The atheist knew he was reborn and adorned,
Not Him but his faith was what he scorned,
Tears from his eyes went slipping down,
Blood red was now Christ's thorny crown.

- Aniket Kumar Jha,
B.A. (Hons.) English, 1st year
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Education in India

Education is the process of learning and acquiring knowledge, values, and skills. Education brings about a
permanent change in a person's thinking and capacity to do things. It is a learning experience that changes the
way we perceive the world around us. India has the world's largest youth population, comprising 23% of the
total population under the age of 14, which gives us an edge over other countries to modernize and expand

whichisin the interest of the nation's development.

India has initiated a broad range
of programs such as Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyaan, Midday Meal
Scheme, Right to Education Act,
etc. for achieving the goal of
'universal elementary education'.
Enrollment in primary schools
has been a success story largely
due to the initiatives taken by the
government. However, it is a pity
that our education system has

been entangled in a vicious web

that curtails the very essence of
education in India. It includes the
poor quality of education in government schools, lack of proper infrastructure, high dropout rates, etc. On the
other hand, commercialization of education has led to many non accredited institutes mushrooming and
duping rural and semi-urban students. Though many barriers and hurdles are standing right against us, we as

anation are capable of dealing with these shortcomings.

Our government has launched the Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan which is based on learning outcomes
methodology. Many other initiatives have been taken to build proper hygienic toilets, safe drinking water
accessibility in schools. The government is focusing on better infrastructure, adequate funding in research,
vocational training, and digitalized education.Though much has been done in the policy formulation,
implementation is not always to the mark. The focus on education should be raised from the current 2.4% of
the GDP. An all Indian Education Services (IES) has been already established. Midday Meal programme
should be extended to secondary education as well. As India enters its 'demographic window', there will be an

urgent need for educated and skilled young minds who can capitalize onit.

-Nandini Joon,
B.A. (Hons.) English, 2nd year
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Fragile

The dried leaves of autumn lay crushed and dead on the wooden floor smeared with dust waiting to be
crushed anxiously. I take aleaf in my hand, crushit, and let it pass through the gaps of my fingers, effortlessly.
(Just like the way people pass through our lives)

There was this oak tree behind the fences that held these leaves for long.
A season long, to be precise.

Like we hold on to each other.

A season,

A friendship,

Aheartbreaklong.

I think about the storms you and I have faced and how easily we let our fingers slip through each other's palms
like they never held them.

Never touched them.

Never Felt them.

And weforget.

We getlost, somewhere in the dark.

Human bonds. Are they so fragile?

-Srishti Mishra,
B.A. (Hons.) English, 3rd year
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Imbalance in Beauty
Yes, itisanecessity.

Even the most famous painting of Mona Lisa couldn't have had those magical eyes without her missing
eyebrows.

Imagine Munro without a black mole, moon without depressions. Rose could never be as aesthetically alluring
asitis withoutspines.

That's the thing. Perfection is in being mono-chromatic. But being varicoloured like a rainbow is a dynamic
flaw.

Scars are the soul of beauty.
They gohand in hand because that is what lets it own its name.
Hats off to the nature for the magic of its creativity, which keeps the existence real.

- Upasana Goel,
B.Sc. (Hons.) Life Sciences, 3rd year
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Cleanliness is
Next to Godliness

'Cleanliness is next to Godliness', says the famous
proverb. This phrase was first recorded in a sermon
by John Wesley in 1778. But do we really follow it?
Most us believe in keeping our homes beautifully
decorated from outside while on the other hand we
continue throwing our waste and garbage outside
the house. As a result, huge garbage dumps begin to
accumulate. These dumps attract mosquitoes, flies,
pigs, and stray cows. This breeding ground for
mosquitoes further adds to the spread of deadly
diseases like malaria, meningitis, dengue, etc. There
are no cleaning operations to remove all the garbage.
Authorities seem to be indifferent and least
concerned about the plight of citizens.

Even city hospitals follow the same practice of
disposing garbage. All the wastes from the hospitals
are thrown outside the gates. As a result, the lives of
many patients are lost due to awful hygienic
conditions. For thousands of poor people who live in
the JJ cluster, the sanitary conditions are appalling
and incidents of death to diseases are high. Rains
make it worse as sewers get clogged and they start
overflowing. The civic sense in ordinary citizen is
extremely inadequate. There is no sense of
responsibility towards sanitation or awareness of the
ill-effects that improper sanitation can produce.

There is a need to create awareness about the ill-
effects of bad hygiene. We should create awareness
by educating people living in the slums near our
neighbours, schools, colleges and helping them to
take preventing measures. We can also organise
street plays or skits to demonstrate the message to
them. The government should help by making an
effort to fulfil the basic needs of clothing and shelter
for all citizens. We need to act as a team in order to
materialise this dream.

-Adiba Jamil,
B.A. (Prog.), 2nd year
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Black and Beautiful

Black is not fragile, it is bold,

Black is not delegate, it is sturdy,
Black beauty is to be glorified, not to be sold.
The darker the skin,

The deeper the struggle.

Seeing your reaction, I got this sensation,
By discriminating my color, you are disrespecting
God's divine creation.

One day my skin color will not be judged,
Oh! its only my imagination.

The darker the skin,

The deeper the struggle.

Why we all want to be fair or white?
Let's make our souls bright,

A day will definitely come,

When racism will be out of sight.

The darker the skin,

The deeper the struggle.

It is the 21st century, yet we lag far behind,
Time has come to enlighten our mind,
Let's create a society of a kind,
Where color discrimination remains far behind.

-Anamika,
B.A (Hons.) Political Science, 3rd year
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Cingulomania
(A Strong Desire to
Hold a Person in Your Arms)

I'd been thinking a lot lately about the life which

was growing inside me.
About the time when I first found out,
that I had been given a gift,
to share my womb
With the child I would one day hold in my arms.
In the coming weeks I found out how lucky I was,

That I'd been gifted with two children.

I've been pondering about the time
When I first heard their tiny beating hearts.
My own heart was pacing at a fast rate.

It was then that I felt the need to

hold them in my arms.

Since then,
Every following day,
My arms were feeling empty.
Today, finally the time arrived.
A chance to wrap my arms around my daughters,
And protect them from all the harm in the world.
But who knew? God had a different plan.

Who could have guessed?

Who knew I would be given only a few minutes
To convey the love of a lifetime

In only a few words.

- Muskan Kapoor,
B.Com (Prog.), 3rd year
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Inseparable Love -
A Short Story

Love is when two people touch each other's soul.
Loveishonesty and trust.Love is mutual respect.

Helived alife of loneliness.

Helived alife in vain

With strong, ongoing pain.

Your heartisnotliving, until it has experienced pain
The pain of love can, can change your fate.

(Into the story...)

It was a cold day in Italy. A tall man with a long
cadaverous face, wearing a coat with a huge faux fur
collar and with a scarf round his neck to keep himself
warm, was walking strenuously on a solitary road.

The snowy peaks of Monte Bondone mountain were
looking as beautiful as silver sequences on a black
dress.

He snuffled and wiped his nose on the back of his
hand.

Crossing several streets, he made his way to a
graveyard.The graveyard had an eerie atmosphere.
Sounds of animals echoed in the air. Dogs were
barking . It was about to rain.

He stroll over to a grave of a lady. Her name was
Arriana, witnessed by the pedestal where it
appeared in the very bold letters.

Night was getting dark progressively.

The man snuffled sporadically and then a tiny drop
of tear rolled down from his eyes. He began to cry
with words on his lips:

“Thank you for the love not necessary to be earned,
Notever fading as powerful time moves along,

You have to know that I still care as golden time
hears,
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Thank you truly for all those years...”

He wandered back to the golden time which he had
spent with his beloved. He remembered the way she
snuggled him in the cold times. He remembered how
he threw his arms around her and they embraced
passionately. The cataclysmic event which had
impetuously changed their life completely came to
his mind. He and his beloved were separated forever
by Arriana's father who killed his dear daughter for
being in a relationship with a boy who belonges to a
low caste family. Her father's reputation in the
society was far more important than his daughter.

This drew heavy drops of tears from his little eyes.
He wiped his tears and slowly got up and turned
around. He could possibly hear the Cajun music
which was slowly getting loud enough to unnerve
him. He snuffled.
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He heard loud footsteps coming closer to him. He did
not know who it was. His heart told him to run away.
He stood there watching her as she advanced
towards him. She was covered in a white robe, her
face was bright.

“Is this you Arriana, my Arriana?" Asked the man.

“Yes, it's me, your Arriana" replied the lady in a very
deep voice filled with sorrow.

The man felt unnerved and thought that perhaps god
is making a mockery of him.

A little drop of water fell onto his head. He rubbed
his eyes, looked up into the sky and was about to
leave. Then a soft voice came.

“Happiness and sadness, everyone knows

But there are many other emotions which only a few
hold.

Some emotions are vain, easy to resist, but some are,
Iunderstand, are hard to resist.

Forlove dissolves all hate and fear,

And makes your vision bright and clear.
With a pang of regret

Irequested God to send me to you,
Justtomake you sure

Even thoughIamnothere, amstill yours.”

Though the situation was undoubtedly one of the
most surreal one, his solemn little face broke into a
smile. It was beyond his wildest dreams that after her
death he could still speak to her. He promised to live
acontented life.

She waved her hand as seven minutes were over and

she suddenly disappeared.

-Arushi Grover,
B.A. (Hons.) English, 3rd year
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Bliss

I came across many souls
Brooding in a similar fashion as I -
Doleful, grief stricken, and jittery.
The reluctant me asked some,
What is the source of your hope?
Some said it is the moon,

Some said they are verses and sunsets.
Nothing satisfied my throbbing heart,
Unless, one said it was incomplete hugs,
Dry tears, and broken promises.

Who can say broken and fragmented is not bliss?

- Bhavika Kapoor,
B.A. (Hons.) English, 3rd year
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Her
She emanates light
In the silent midnight.

Her hair, like a stream of spark,

Fighting every second against the dark.

Her beautiful crystal eyes,
Hiding her pretty lies,
Beauty so bright,
Like the twinkle of twilight.
A majestic woman she is,
Drenched with colours, gratifying the world,
Shining with bliss.

-Simran Chaudhary,
B.A. (Hons.) English, 3rd year
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Existence

Out of the glimmer of the black sun
She made her mornings.
Even on a broken mirror

She saw her worth.

To a place where she can't reach,
Her smiles made the way.
The eternal demons inside break her,

But she doesn't disintegrate.

Her inner flames force her to scream,
Yet, she manages to listen to her silence.
Pain pierced through ribs and heart,

She couldn't utter a single word.

Emotions exist in her eyes
And she possesses courage.
Though she isn't heroic,

But to me, she is a masterpiece.

-Mahesh,
B.Sc. (Hons.) Chemistry, 3rd year
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Eulogy to Myself

Around me, every one presumes death to be a dark thing.

On hearing of death, they instinctively picture a dark room filled with their fears. Or a room full of their loved

ones.

My loved ones will be crying over my pale corpse. Strangers will be invited. They will pretend to be affected by

my death, but the truth is that they will feel nothing.

The funeral will be peaceful, I know, but everyone present there would know that I used to like loud rock and
indie music. So, instead of writing eulogies and saying things you didn't have the courage to say on my face,
why not let me arrange a funeral for myself? You all can say your parts and I'll say mine, and then we'll ride off
to Uncle Berry's Diner only with the people I care about and have bacon and scrambled eggs with a lemon pie
and fight over its last piece, and instead of crying tears, we'll celebrate because I don't want to just die in my

death, I want to live for one last time until the cycle starts again.

- Muskan Kapoor,

B.Com(Prog.), 3rd year
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Suicide: An Unnatural Death

Suicide is the act of taking one's own life. There is always a reason for a person to end his or her life. About
8,00,000 people die of suicide worldwide every year, of these 1,35,000 are residents of India. A study reveals
that 90% of suicides are committed because of mental illness. In India, suicide is illegal and the survivor faces

jail term of up to one year and fine under Section 309 of the Indian Penal Code.

Failure in examination, family pressure, betrayal by loved ones, drugs, and so on, are the reasons why students
are committing suicides these days. Today's fast moving world is making relationships weak. Married couples
are getting divorced because of love-affairs, dowry, and infertility. National Crime Record Bureau of India
reported that 5,650 farmers committed suicide because of high debt burden, monsoon failure, etc. The
methods used for suicide are poising (33%), hanging (26 %), or self-immolation (4%). Researchers say that 80%

of the people who attempt suicide are literate and male suicidal rate is twice that of female.

Suicide can be prevented by identifying people who are suffering from depression and giving them right
support and help. Counselling is also a good method to help them realize that every problem has a solution.

No problemis bigger than one's life.

- Tanishka Malik,

B.A. (Prog.), 2nd year
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Farewell : Outgoing Batch 2018-19
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Today, the role of a college is not only to pursue academic excellence, but also to
motivate and empower its students who will become critical thinkers as well as
productive members of an ever-changing global society.

As a part of the Students' Union of Shivaji College, we want to convey this to all the
fellow students that our college is one of the best colleges in Delhi. We have a great
library with more than ten thousand books and a sprawling sports complex which is
sufficiently compatible for ten different games. The various societies of the college are
improving every day.

President's Message (Ashish Panwar) -
As the President of the union, I feel lucky to be a part of this college which has great

faculty members and very promising placement opportunities for students. T hope for a
bright future for every student.

Secretary's Message (Vaibhav Sinha) -

Academic excellence is our principal objective. As a part of the union, we seek to
improve the community programs for better connection between students across
different departments. We have to provide more facilities like books for competitive
exams and bringing more companies for placements.
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@ Mahal : "The Hawa

Mahal”, a place where the
students of Shivaji College
hangout with their friends
usually, spend time by talking
and having, discussion about

Sports Complex : Sport & physical
activity have so many benefits for
physical & mental health. Generally
students are engaged in their
studies, thus they have no time to
get engaged in sports activity. In

>

studies & do other fun activities. =y e ol
This is one of the famous places o ’]cime b g (i ——— I"& .
inthe college. i o " y pt'y't'g 8 h | y
Tush iswal [ | — oing other activities. They also
Ll @" hangout with their friends in the
Ist Year, B.Com (P)

sports complex.
Gyan Jaiswal
Ist Year, B.Com (P)

Bru point : Other than the cafeteric,

there. is Bru point which provides us

with delicious coffee and tea. There in

sitting facility available and snacks are
alsoavailable.

Kuldeep Gulia

B.Sc (APS) Ist Year

Cafeteria : A Cafeteria, commonly, called a canteen located
near girls common room is the best place in Shivaji college.
Itis very spacious & provides us with a good sitting facility,
Students enjoy their meals with their class mates & friends.
Menu of the cafeteria keeps on changing & keeps on adding
new mounth watering meals.
Mandeep Singh
B.Com (Hons.)

[ love 'C point' of our college. Its
environment is very pleasant and I relax
here.

Ashu Sharma
B.A. (H) Hindi, III Sem.

books. It has a wide variety of books
unlike many other colleges. Students can
borrow books for upto 14 days.

Vikas
BSc. (APS), Ist Year

Library: GAIRE DT GRIPIefd d8d
All colleges have libraries. In Shivaji M E, wgaﬁ%@;ﬁ
College the library is the one place where W?Q?[@Eﬁ ?j:ﬁﬂ'[ & 0 T
students spend their time entirely with 213001 il R ) AT T

R 929 I & FHER I IS
REA B |

faemar HAR
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Backstage: It is situated near room
number 13. Functions or events are
organised there from time to time. Itis
utilised for rehearsal purpose by the
dance society of Shivaji college. Every
years this stage is transformed into a
marvelous stage where the
Commerce department organises the
fresher's party.

C-points : Favourite place for
students to hangout with friends
and gossip. "Bhai C-point pe aaja" is
the most common phrase used by
the students to mark location in
college and to hold meetings of
societies.

Muskan Banwal

Maths (Hons.) IInd Yr.
Atul

B.Com (Hons) IlIrd Yr.

Bamboo Rooms:
Classrooms to study while staying in touch with
nature. It provides a good outside view and gives a
very fresh feeling.

Pinky Jakhar
Hindi (Hons.) IlIrd Yr.
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shivajicollege.ac@gmail.com
1 www.shivajicollege.ac.in
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